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Dates to Remember

FFrroomm  tthhee  
President… 

Dec. 16 6th Grade Music Program – 7:30 pm 
Dec. 22 WINTER BREAK BEGINS! 
Jan.5 SCHOOL RESUMES! 
Jan. 9 Dance/Ice Cream Social @ Sandburg 
 Junior High – 7 to 9 pm 
Jan. 12 Blood Drive – 4 to 9 pm 
Jan 12 Market Day Orders Due 
Jan 13/15 Morning Munchies with Mom – 7:45 to 8:15 am 

I hope that by now all of your are beginning to get into 
the holiday spirit.  It seems like the weeks leading up to 
these celebrations are really only days..and sometimes 
maybe even hours.   
TJ has many things to celebrate this season.  First our 
district won the National Baldridge Award.  We were 
the only school district in the nation to receive this 
prestigious award.   
Another cause for celebration is Mr. Walsh’s change of 
title to PRINCIPAL!  Please join me in congratulating 
Mr. Walsh on this great achievement.  We are very 
fortunate to have someone like him serve our school.  He 
truly greets every kid with a smile every day.  He works 
constantly to keep the lines of communication open with 
everyone involved in the school.  Congratulations!! 
It’s hard to believe that another year has gone by and so 
much has happened this year.  The children at TJ are so 
fortunate to have so many dedicated volunteers to serve 
them on a regular basis.  Not already involved in PTA?  
That’s OK.  Make it part of your New Year’s resolution 
to become more involved in your child’s school.  The 
opportunities are endless and there is always something 
that needs to be done.   
I wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season!  See 
you next year!! 

Michelle
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Lori Austin        Karen Mlynarczyk  
963-0474             991-5803  

2004  FUN FAIR – VOLUNTEERS, RAFFLE PRIZES or COMPANY DONATIONS!! 
  
In the past, we have had many wonderful raffle prizes and/or donations from our TJ families 
and/or their companies.  We are very hopeful that we can again count on your support and 
the support of our new families.  We also need lots of VOLUNTEERS for all the different 
events:  games, food, raffle/game ticket sales, plus much more.  If you are interested in 
helping, please fill out the form below and return it to school or contact us. 
  
We would like to wish you all a wonderful holiday season and a happy new year.  Thank you 
in advance for your continued support of our TJ PTA sponsored events. 

  
 
 
 

TJ FUN FAIR 2004 - VOLUNTEER FORM 
Saturday, February 7th (11am to 3pm) 

  
 
 
Child’s Name (Oldest):      
Phone:   Teacher:     
 
Please indicate your first, second or third shift choices: 
  
Your name:        
___1st shift (10:45-12:15) ___ 2nd shift (12:15-1:45) ___ 3rd shift (1:45-3:15) 
  
Spouse’s Name:     ___ 
1st shift (10:45-12:15) ___ 2nd shift (12:15-1:45) ___ 3rd shift (1:45-3:15) 
  
TJ Alumni Name:    
___1st shift (10:45-12:15) ___ 2nd shift (12:15-1:45) ___ 3rd shift (1:45-3:15) 
  
___ I am interested in donating a cake or baked goods for the cake walk. 
  
___ I would like to be contacted regarding contributions and/or volunteering. 
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Lisa Pozzi        Maribeth Kamen 
358-5922                 359-3926 
Lisa Isaacs        Renee Cupidro 
776-7359        202-8242 

G.R.E.A.T. 

The GREAT  Program is up and running as of November 17th  and 
will continue for 18 weeks until the end of April. We have 35 
phenomenal volunteer reading tutors working with kindergarten, 
first, and second grade students. Our exciting news is that we 
now have 4 new volunteers who are coming over from Motorola 
(giving up their lunch hour) to volunteer for the committee. 
These young professional’s names are:  Dominick Martelli, Dave 
Nomm, Kendra Schwarz, and Jami Schlafer. If you know of a 
local company who might be interested in having some of their 
employees participate in a program like GREAT  where they read 
with students for ½ hour to 1 hour each week, please contact 
one of the committee members. 
Also, if you have any used primary books (kindergarten, first, or 
second grade) or reading games that you might want to donate to 
the GREAT Program, we’d be happy to accept them as long as 
they are in pretty good condition. Please send them to school to 
Mrs. Jennifer Reilly, TJ’s Reading Specialist. Thank you! 

What is the 
Principal’s 

Coffee? 

Recently this question was posed about the 
monthly Principal’s coffee item that is listed 
on the PTA calendar.  The Principal’s coffee 
is an opportunity for anyone interested to 
come to the school and meet with me in an 
open agenda forum.  The time can be used 
to ask questions about the school, get 
clarifications about school programs, to 
discuss concerns or just to get to know your 
principal better.  The next coffee is Tuesday, 
January 20, 2004 at 9:00 am. 
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Linda Ratajczyk Bobbie Summers 
359-0694  934-0295 

Thanks to everyone for our another successful month at Market Day.  We couldn’t 
do it without our wonderful volunteers and customers!  Special thanks to the 4th 
grade classes for sending volunteers to our December sale.  And our very heartfelt 
thanks to those that contributed to the Palatine Township Food Pantry in 
November, your generosity is greatly appreciated!   
  
Coming in January, COLD CASH ON-LINE GIVEAWAY!!  That’s right --- if you 
place your Market Day order on-line, you have a chance to win some cash!!  If 
ordering on or before January 1st, you are automatically entered to win $500 for 
you and $500 for our school.  For the remainder of January, a name will be drawn 
daily to win $100 cash!!  If you haven’t ordered on-line before, NOW IS A GREAT 
TIME TO START!!  Just go to www.marketday.com and follow the easy instructions.  
Please call Linda or Bobbie if you have any questions. 

RESOURCE CENTER

We are still looking for more volunteers in the Resource Center.  We specifically need 
someone to fill every other Monday (9:00 to 11:30 am) and every other Wednesday 
morning.  We are also still looking for someone to fill Friday afternoons (12:30 to 3:00 pm) 
every other week.  If you can check your schedule and see if the new year opens up any of 
the above times, please contact me at 794-1212 or email bobjan123@aol.com.  We could 
also use more substitutes on our call list.  Thanks! 

Janice Kostelny  
794-1212 

Don’t forget to keep visiting our website 
 

www.tjpta.org 
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A View From My Office
Mike Fagerholm 
School Social Worker
963-5439 

     My wife Allison and I ran up three flights of stairs and down the hall, passing classroom after 
classroom, looking for our son Matt’s Consumer Education classroom. Arriving at the door, we were 
both out of breath as we took our seats across from Matt’s teacher. We had only scheduled 4 
appointments for tonight’s parent-teacher conferences and we were already nearly late to the first one. 
     As the teacher welcomed us and started talking about our son, I had a difficult time concentrating on 
exactly what she was saying. I was able to take in fragmented pieces of information, like a radio that has 
static; the volume keeps increasing and decreasing. “Matt’s a good student and he’s doing fine”… fade 
out… “Matt participates in class and asks questions”…fade out… “He doesn’t seem to be having any 
trouble with the work”…fade out. I’m listening and catching the important key phrases, but my mind is on 
other things. I’m looking around the classroom, looking at posters on the wall, the desks, the windows, 
taking in the sights, sounds, and even the smell of the classroom. I’m taking it all in and I’m trying to 
make a picture in my mind. What’s special about this night, isn’t how my son is doing in class, I know 
he’s doing fine. What I’m thinking about is the fact that these are the last parent-teacher conferences I 
will ever attend for my son. 
     Matt is a senior in high school this year. There won’t be any more opportunities to talk with teachers 
about how he is doing in school. It’s really not difficult for me to remember our first parent-teacher 
conference when Matt was in kindergarten. In my mind it wasn’t that long ago. I remember the 
classroom well. The teacher, Mrs. Byrnes had a rocking chair where she would sit and read to the 
students. She had a wonderful way about her, nurturing and positive, but always with high expectations. 
Matt was doing well in kindergarten. He was reading before he entered the door, but that credit goes to 
my wife who spent countless enjoyable hours reading to both of our children. Matt came to school with 
an open heart and a happy spirit.  
     Over the years, my wife and I have attended every parent-teacher conference for both of our 
children. As they entered high school, we heard that it wasn’t as necessary to have a conference, 
especially if your child was doing fine. But Allison and I never quite took that approach to the parent-
teacher conference opportunity. It is just that… an opportunity to meet the teachers who are spending 
so much time each day teaching our children. To us, it’s an opportunity to create a positive working 
relationship with the teacher. Also, we like to hear about our son or daughter’s progress. If there are 
areas that need support, we want to help out as parents (no I’m not talking algebra or chemistry!). We 
also like to thank each teacher for the incredible work and effort they make on behalf of our children and 
all the children they teach on a daily basis. Teachers don’t hear that enough. 
     Yes, I will miss the parent-teacher conferences. They have been a way to mark the passage of time 
and to pause to see the growth and development of both of our children. I will forever be grateful to all 
the teachers who had a positive impact on Matt’s academic development and  contributed to the 
wonderful character and values that he possesses today. I think back and smile when I remember some 
of the great teachers my son had in elementary, jr. high, and high school. What made them great wasn’t 
only their skill in teaching, but that they were kind, nurturing, and caring people who could make learning 
come alive. Next year, when our son is in college, there won’t be any parent-teacher conferences where 
we can shake hands with Matt’s teachers, but if there were, my wife and I would be sure not to miss 
them. 
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PPaawwss  ffoorr  RReeaaddiinngg  BBooookk  

Denise Stegich      Leanne Mellado Jean Swenson 
202-9476         776-6617  776-2015 

Twenty-eight volunteers helped out at this year’s book fair!  We sold $12,000 in 
books and merchandise!  Mrs. Clenard is using the profits to purchase many nice 
things for the Resource Center. 
Congratulations to Mrs. Schumacher for winning the Teacher’s Pet contest.  
Recognition is also due to the following students who came closest while guessing 
the number of doggie bones in our jar!  The correct number of bones was 263. 
Kindergarten – Jack Huffman 1st Grade – Patrick Orzel 
2nd Grade – Becca Masucci 3rd Grade – Gaby Vaca 
4th Grade – Scottie Igielski  5th Grade – Charlie Mau 
6th Grade – Melissa Aeschliman 
Keep on reading everyone!! 

Health & Safety

Thank you to all our volunteers who assisted with the Vision & Hearing Days in  
November.  Your help is greatly appreciated! 
 
Lynne Benson, Ellen Kondrat, Patti Burke, Sharon Gregory, Josie Josif, Janice Costanzo, 
Teri Sloan, Karen Zambelli, Ruth Spasoff. 
 
BLOOD DRIVE is coming to TJ!  By now your child should have come home with a flyer 
regarding the January 12th Blood Drive.  Your help is needed to make this drive a success! 
January is even national Blood Donor month.  Please complete the flyer and send it back 
to school with your child so we can set an appointment for you.  A sign up sheet is also attached 
towards the end of this newsletter. If you have any questions,please contact Michelle  
Hauser at 202-0320. 
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 The Box Tops for Education Program is Soaring to 
Success! 

 
The Box Tops for Education Program at Thomas Jefferson is soaring to success!  We have 
earned $503.50 through the program which is nearly 60% of our annual goal!   
 With the holidays quickly approaching, remember, the Box Tops for Education program is 
as easy as 1, 2, 3. 
1.      1.  Clip and collect the Box Tops. 
2.      2.  Bring the Box Tops to school.  
3.      3.  Thomas Jefferson receives a check. 
Try visiting www.boxtops4education.com to learn more about ways you can support the 
Box Tops for Education program at Thomas Jefferson.  While you are there, sign up to 
become a Box Tops Booster Club member.  Booster Club members receive regular e -
mails from Box Tops for Education with valuable coupons, special offers, online recipes 
and family activities.  Sign up today because each new Booster Club member earns 5 
Bonus Box Tops for Thomas Jefferson! 
Thanks for your continued support!   

Diane Emerson       Dora Leonard 
359-4029               776-9341 

The holidays are approaching and winter break is almost here.  We know everyone is going 
through the preparations hustle and bustle that comes with the holiday shopping and 
preparation.  However, we are taking this moment to encourage families  who are not 
members of the PTA to join and help support us.  We currently have 327 families who are 
members of the TJ PTA but we do not have a class with 100% participation yet.  The class who 
meets the 100% participation will win either a pizza or ice-cream party.  The children love it 
when they win this membership drive.  Several classes are only one or two families away from 
achieving the 100% goal.  Your family may be holding the winning ticket for your child’s class.  
We are looking to announce the winning class by the end of January.  So, don’t wait any longer.  
Now is the time to sign up. 
 
We will honor the single membership of $4 for any family, and that will count towards your 
child’s class of the 100% goals.  Have a Happy Holiday and a great 2004. 
 
Your Membership Team! 
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Mrs. Wendy Waitzman 

Position at TJ:  LD/BD Resource 
Hometown:  Born and raised in Chicago.  Now lives in Hanover Park. 
Education:  Graduated from Western Illinois University 
Hobbies/Interests:  Animals, hiking, fishing, exercise, reading, and long walks 
Family:  Husband:  Joe, Daughter:  Jody – 19 years, Daughter:  Jessie – 17 years 
Favorite Food:  Popcorn! 
Favorite Subject in School:  Science 
Favorite Movie:  Father of the Bride 
Favorite Color:  Green 
Personal Hero:  I have 2!  The first is my husband Joe because he is just a model of 
Well-roundedness.  The second is Cindy Wong.  She is a Social Worker in the 
district who changed my life. 
Prized Possession:  My husband and I own 40 acres of land down state with  a 4 
acre pond.  Everything from the trees to the turtles in the pond are my prized 
possessions! 
I decided to become a teacher when…I had a 6th grade teacher that told me she 
thought I would be a “natural” at it. 
People who knew me in elementary school thought…I was always happy…but 
inside I wasn’t. 
The best thing about a teacher is…hopefully being there to help a child who is 
unsettled and needs someone to notice that and help out. 
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Environmental ED Keri Kent Lisa Weber 
705-7823 358-1585 

Effective immediately, Environmental Ed will no longer be collecting pop tabs.  
Please do not bring them to school anymore.  Leave them attached to the cans and 
recycle the whole thing through the village curbside recycling program.  This is a 
much more practical way to recycle than collecting the tabs and toting them to a 
recycling center.  The very small amount of money we receive is not worth the time 
and effort needed to handle, collect and transport the pop tabs.  Also, we are not 
collecting batteries any longer.  However, we will be glad to receive printer 
cartridges.  We are able to sell these to recyclers and put the money toward PTA 
programs.  You can bring your used printer cartridges to the office and put them in 
the recycling bin.  Thanks for all your participation. 

Adventures In Reading Jo Fischer Kathy Parzynski 
202-0976 934-6133 

We are looking forward to another year of fun reading, projects and more with our 
Adventures in Reading program.  Flyers have been sent home to 3rd and 4th graders 
and the adventure will begin in January.  But before the fun can begin, we need your 
help!  Parent volunteers are needed to lead small groups of children in book  
discussions and craft projects.  No training is necessary!  Flyers for 1st and 2nd grade  
will be out soon.  AIR takes place during the lunch hour, once a week for about 6 
weeks.  Let’s not let these eager readers down..they need your help.  Won’t you  
please consider volunteering?  Please fill out the form below and send back to school 
with your child.  Thank you! 

Yes!  I’d like to help Adventures in Reading! 
 
Name: 
 
Phone: 
 
Grade Level: 



 


