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Dates to Remember 

FFrroomm  tthhee  PPrreessiiddeennttss…… 
 
Dear TJ Families: 
 
Thanks to all our volunteers and to incredible faculty and staff 
support.  Because of you this year is off to a great start. Hopefully 
you have all seen the PTA in action.  Our back to school picnic was 
a huge success.  The creative writing encounter excited kids in 
September with an Olympics theme and awesome prizes.  Market 
Day provided meal ideas, planning and convenience.  Our 
newsletter is keeping you informed about TJ PTA.  Legislation is 
watching out for all our children’s best interests in Springfield.  And, 
these are only a few of the committees hard at work for you here at 
TJ. 
 
To support our programs that provide for every child we are asking 
each family to participate in the Kathryn Beich fundraiser.  This is an 
incredible opportunity  for you to support the PTA.  The fall 2004 
“Holiday Wishes” catalogue has many fun and tasty gift ideas.  The 
sale ends October 14. Thank you for helping to make the TJ PTA 
work. 

October 20 – ITBS Testing begins (Grades 4 & 6) 
October 21 – Fall Festival of Learning  
October 26 – Music Program 5th Grade 
October 27 & 28 -  Halloween Bingo 
October 29 – Halloween Parade 1:45 p.m. 
November 2-5 – Book Fair 
November 4-5 – No School Parent/Teacher 
Conferences                           
November 8 – Market Day Orders Due 
November 9 – 3rd Grade Veteran’s Day Program 
November 11 – Market Day Pick-up 
                          Vision & Hearing Screening 
November 16 & 18 – Daybreak w/Dad 7:45-8:15 
November 16 – PTA Meeting 7:15p.m. 

Karen and Debbie  
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We have officially made it through the first month of school!  What a wonderful beginning it has been.  I hope all 
of you are enjoying the school year thus far. 
 
It is that time of year when many things are changing.  Whether it is the schedule at home with new activities, the 
leaves on the trees, or the chill in the air noting the changing of seasons, there is a lot to adjust to. To help you  
adjust with the different things happening at school,  here is some information that will be helpful over the next 
month so that you won’t feel left out in the cold. 
 
The Fall Festival of Learning 
The Fall Festival of Learning will take place on Thursday, October 21st from 6:45 – 8:00 p.m.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity for you to “attend school” with your child and work together on some of the subjects and strategies 
they are currently using in class.  All of us at Thomas Jefferson School hope to see you there! 
 
Halloween Parade and Parties 
The Halloween parade and parties will take place on Friday, October 29th.  Shortly you will receive a letter asking 
if your child will be going home for lunch on the day of the Halloween party to get into costume.  If your child will 
be going home we ask that you complete the form and return it to school.  Students going home for lunch that day 
can be picked up beginning at 11:20a.m. and should not be dropped back off at school until 12:15p.m. The parade 
will begin at 1:45p.m. and  will follow the traditional path outside the building given good weather.  (Students will 
exit the building from the multi-purpose room doors at the north end of the building, walk south on the sidewalk 
along Winston Drive to the front of the building, walk along the front of the building, and then re-enter the building 
at the southeast entrance by the primary playground.)  Classroom parties will begin immediately following the 
parade .As a reminder, we ask that student costumes not include blood and gore or be overly scary taking into 
account the vast age variance across the building.  Also, students should not bring any weapon-like items to school 
that are a part of their costume for the parade or party.   
 
Grandparents Day 
Thomas Jefferson School will absolutely be having Grandparents Day this year!  While some of you may have 
noticed that the traditional Wednesday before Thanksgiving is now a non-attendance day, this does not change the 
commitment of the Thomas Jefferson staff to continuing this wonderful event.  Grandparents Day will be held on 
Tuesday, November 23rd.  Doors will open at 9:00 a.m.  Look for the invitation to come home and be sure to invite 
all of the grandparents to come join us for a morning of fun and sharing. 
 
Canvassing Committee 
With the upcoming referendum for School District 15 there are many ways for you to be involved.  One of those 
opportunities is through joining the Thomas Jefferson Canvassing Committee, which will be comprised of parents 
and staff from the school.  This committee will be involved in activities such as phone calls, stuffing mailings, and 
other events to get important information out to the community surrounding TJ.  The more individuals that are 
involved on the committee the more effectively and efficiently we can get the information out.  Being part of the 
canvassing committee does not mean you will absolutely have to take part in all activities.  You may feel more 
comfortable with one activity verses another.  Whatever level of help and support you can offer will be of great 
value and service.  More information will be available soon on the specific activities along with a time line of 
events.  If you would like to talk further about this opportunity, please feel free to give me a call.  Or, if you would 
like to volunteer to be a part of the committee please call, email, or stop by the school any time to sign-up. 
                                                                                                               
 
 Continued on page 3                                                                  
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A View From My Office

Mike Fagerholm 
School Social Worker
963-5439 

 
   My son Matt sat on his bed in his college dorm and looked a little overwhelmed. We had spent the better part of the 
day moving him and his stuff into this massive building in the heart of Chicago. My wife and daughter helped him to 
fill his closet with his clothes, shoes, jackets, towels, soap, razor, and all the other necessities of daily life. I helped 
Matt hang posters and set up his stereo and TV. The whole day had an energizing, yet mind-boggling feeling. Seven 
hundred students moving into the dorm on the same day! New faces, new roommate, new surroundings, and a new 
world awaited my son.  
 
     As we were getting ready to go home, I looked at Matt. He seemed like all of this was maybe just a bit too much for 
him. But as the time came to leave, Matt took on a different persona. Without saying a word, Matt seemed confident as 
if to say, “don’t worry, I’ll make it.” The ride home seemed extra long and the traffic was extra slow. Mile after mile, 
as we drove farther from Chicago, I had plenty of time to think back over the years that seemed to fly by so fast.  
 
     Was it yesterday or was it 14 years ago, that Matt went to preschool for the first day. My wife Allison took him to 
the small park district building that housed the “Morning Munchkins” preschool. I’ve heard the story many times 
before and it’s firmly etched in my mind. Matt walked into the preschool room. He wandered around looking at the 
classroom and its contents. Matt stopped by a felt story board for a few minutes and then declared to my wife, “You 
can go now Mom, I’m comfrable.” And with that statement, Matt began his many years of formal education which 
have been filled with wonderful experiences, as well as some painful ones.  
 
     Throughout elementary school, middle school, and high school the goal has been to help our children to slowly, but 
surely get to that independent place in their lives. My wife and I have been so proud watching our son develop and 
grow into his own person. Day by day, Matthew learned from difficult experiences and joyful successes. It’s very hard 
to believe that he is away at college now. I have no idea how time has passed so rapidly. 
 
     As we drove down the road, mile after mile, I thought about Matt and how he was suddenly ready for college. It 
hadn’t happened overnight. It was a gradual developmental and experiential process. Matt gave me that look that said 
he was a little hesitant, but he knew he could make it in this new environment. We have seen that look a few times 
before… so that was a good sign. I know he’s ready. I wish I could say the same about me. 
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Notes From Mr. Walsh (cont’d.) 
 
Dogs on School Property 
While walking to and from school with your child is a great opportunity to spend time together, and creates a 
time to walk the dog, we ask that dogs not be brought onto school property during arrival and dismissal time for 
reasons of safety and courtesy.  Not all students and families are as comfortable with dogs.  Seeing a dog as 
they are trying to enter school may frighten a child causing stress during what should be a relaxing and 
enjoyable start to the day.  It is also a concern for safety in how a dog might react to unfamiliar people trying to 
pet or approach them. Thank you for your help with this matter. 
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Newsletter 
Patti Burke 934-7381 
 
Due date for November’s 
newsletter will be Tuesday, 
November 2nd. Any questions, 
please email me at 
Dpstl@aol.com. Thank you.  
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SSppaarrkk  22000044--22000055  
BByy  JJooAAnnnn  PPaallddoo,,  SSppaarrkk  CCoommmmiitttteeee  
  
SSPPAARRKK  ––  SSppeecciiaall  EEdduuccaattiioonn  PPaarreennttss  
AAcccceessssiinngg  RReessoouurrcceess  aanndd  KKnnoowwlleeddggee  iiss  aa  
ggrroouupp  tthhaatt   bbeelliieevveess  iinn  pprroovv iiddiinngg  aa  mmeeaannss  
tt oooo  eedduuccaatt ee  ppaarreenntt ss,,  pprroovv iiddee  rreessoouurrcceess ,,  
nneettwwoorrkk,,  aanndd  ssuuppppoorrtt   ffaammiilliieess  ooff   cchhiillddrreenn   
rreecceeiivv iinngg  ssppeecciiaall   eedduuccaatt iioonn  iinn  DDiisstt rriicctt   1155..  
  
JJooiinn  uuss  ffoorr  oouurr  uuppccoommiinngg  mmeeeettiinngg  oonn  
NNoovveemmbbeerr  22nndd   wwhheerree  wwee  wwiillll  hhaavvee  aa  ppaanneell  
ffrroomm  tt hhee  ddiisstt rriicctt   wwhhoo  wwiillll  eexxppllaaiinn  tt hheeiirr  rroolleess  
aanndd  sseerrvv iicceess  iinn  tt hhee  II EEPP  pprroocceessss..  
  
NNoovveemmbbeerr  22  ––  UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  CCeennttrraall  
AAuuddiittoorryy  PPrroocceessssiinngg  DDiissoorrddeerrss  ((CCAAPPDD))  
                                                DDrr ..  JJeeaannaannee  FF eerrrree  
  
SSPPAARRKK  mmeeeett iinnggss  aarree  hheelldd  aatt   PPlluumm  GGrroovvee  
JJuunniioorr  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll,,  22660000  PPlluumm  GGrroovvee  
RRooaadd,,  RRooll lliinngg  MMeeaaddoowwss  ffrroomm  77::0000--88 ::3300pp..mm..  
iinn  tt hhee  LLRRCC..    TThheeyy  aarree  ooppeenn  tt oo  aallll  
ppaarreenntt ss  aanndd  sstt aaffff  ooff  CCCCSSDD  1155..  
  
IIff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  qquueessttiioonn ss  oorr  wwoouulldd  ll iikkee  
mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaatt iioonn  aabboouutt   SSPPAARRKK,,    pplleeaassee  
CCoonntt aacctt ::  JJooAAnnnn  PPaallddoo  aatt   jjooaannnnppaallddoo@@aaooll  
oorr  FFrraann  SSaapplliiss  aatt   ssaapplliiss@@ccoommccaasstt ..nneett     

DDoonn’’tt  ffoorrggeett  tthhee  ttiimmee    
cchhaannggee  oonn  SSuunnddaayy,,    
OOccttoobbeerr  3311sstt..  
  SSeett  yyoouurr  cclloocckkss  BBAACCKK  
11  hhoouurr..      
  

  
  
  
  

      PPHHOOTTOOSS    NNEEEEDDEEDD  
  
TThhee  TTJJ  YYeeaarrbbooookk  CCoommmmiitttteeee  
iiss  llooookkiinngg  ffoorr   ppiiccttuurreess  ttaakkeenn  
bbyy  ppaarreennttss  oonn  tthhee  ffiirr sstt  ddaayy  ooff  sscchhooooll  
aanndd  tthhee  BBaacckk--TToo--SScchhooooll  
PPiiccnniicc..    PPlleeaa ssee  nnoottee  tthhaatt  tthheessee  
ppiiccttuurreess  wwiillll  nnoott  bbee  rreettuurrnneedd  wwhheetthheerr   
tthheeyy  aarree  uusseedd  oorr   nnoott  ffoorr  tthhee  
yyeeaarrbbooookk..  
  
  JJuusstt  ddrroopp  tthheessee  ppiiccttuurreess  ooff ff  iinn  tthhee  
PPTTAA  rroooomm  oorr  sseenndd  tthheemm  ttoo  sscchhooooll  
wwiitthh  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  aanndd  aaddddrreessss  tthheemm  ttoo  
tthhee  YYeeaarrbbooookk  CCoommmmiitttteeee..  
  
IIff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  qquueessttiioonn ss,,   pplleeaassee  
ccoonnttaacctt  oonnee  ooff   uuss..  
  
SSaannddyy  BBuurrnniittzz    999911--44990077  
LLoorrii  HHaallffmmaann  770055--66557744  
DDoorraa  LLeeoonnaarrdd  777766--99334411  
YYeeaarrbbooookk  CCoommmmiitttteeee  
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MMeeggaaSSkkiillllss  PPaarreenntt  
WWoorrkksshhoopp  

CCoommiinngg  SSoooonn!!  
  

AA  ““MMeeggaaSSkk iillllss®®””  wwoorrkksshhoopp  ffoo rr  ppaarreennttss  oo ff  ss ttuuddeennttss  
iinn  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CCoonnssoo lliiddaatteedd  SScchhoooo ll  DDiiss ttrr iicc tt  1155,,  iiss  
bbee iinngg  oo ffffee rreedd  ffrroomm  99  aa..mm..  ttoo  33  pp..mm..  WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  
OOccttoobbeerr  2200,,  aatt  tthhee  JJoosseepphh  MM..  KK iisszzkkaa  EEdduuccaatt iioonnaa ll  
SSeerrvviiccee  CCeennttee rr,,  558800  NN..  FF iirrss tt  BBaannkk  DDrr..,,  PPaa llaatt iinnee..  
  
MMeeggaaSSkk iill llss  iiss  aa  pprrooggrraamm  ddeess iiggnneedd  ttoo  tteeaacchh  ppaa rreennttss  
nneeww  wwaayyss  oo ff  hhee llpp iinngg  tthhee iirr  cchhiilldd rreenn  ssuucccceeeedd  iinn  sscchhoooo ll  
aanndd  iinn  lliiffee..  II tt  ffooccuusseess  oonn  1111  sskk iillllss   tthhaa tt  cchhiillddrreenn  nneeeedd ::    
  
ooCCoonnffiiddeennccee::  ffeeeelliinngg  aabbllee  ttoo  ddoo  iitt  
ooMMoottiivvaattiioonn::  wwaannttiinngg  ttoo  ddoo  iitt  
ooEEffffoorrtt::  bbeeiinngg  wwiilllliinngg  ttoo  wwoorrkk  hhaarrdd  
ooRReessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy::  ddooiinngg  wwhhaatt’’ss  rriigghhtt  
ooIInniittiiaattiivvee ::  mmoovviinngg  iinnttoo  aaccttiioonn  
ooPPeerrsseevveerraannccee::  ccoommpplleettiinngg  wwhhaatt  yyoouu  ssttaarrtt  
ooCCaarriinngg::  sshhoowwiinngg  ccoonncceerrnn  ffoorr  ootthheerrss  
ooTTeeaammwwoorrkk::  wwoorrkkiinngg  wwiitthh  ootthheerrss  
ooCCoommmmoonn  sseennssee::  uussiinngg  ggoooodd  jjuuddggmmeenntt  
ooPPrroobblleemm  ssoollvviinngg::  ppuuttttiinngg  wwhhaatt  yyoouu  kknnooww    
aanndd  wwhhaatt  yyoouu  ccaann  ddoo  iinnttoo  aaccttiioonn  
ooFFooccuuss::  ccoonncceennttrraattiinngg  wwiitthh  aa  ggooaall  iinn  mmiinndd  
  
TThhee  OOccttoobbeerr  2200  wwoorrkksshhoopp  wwiill ll  bbee  lleedd  bbyy  HHaarrrr iiee tttt  
SSttoonneehhiill ll,,  aa  MMeeggaaSSkk iill llss  tt rraa iinnee rr..  MMss..  SSttoonneehhiillll  wwiill ll  
hhee llpp  ppaarreennttss  eexxpp lloo rree  wwaayyss  ttoo  ddeevvee lloopp  aanndd  rree iinnffoorrccee  
tthheessee  1111  ccrr iitt iiccaa ll  sskk iillllss  iinn  tthhee iirr  oowwnn  cchhiillddrreenn..      
  
TThheerree  iiss  nnoo  cchhaa rrggee  ttoo  DDiiss ttrr iicctt  1155  ppaa rreennttss  ffoorr  tthhiiss  
wwoorrkksshhoopp,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  bbee iinngg  ssuuppppoorr tteedd  bbyy  tthhee  DDiiss ttrr iicctt  
FFiifftteeeenn  EEdduuccaa tt iioonnaa ll  FFoouunnddaatt iioonn..  TToo  rreeggiissttee rr,,  ccoonnttaacc tt  
MMaarryy  PPooddjjaasseekk  aatt    884477--999911--88773388  oorr  DDrr..  CC hhrr iisstt iinnee  
RRaauusscchhee rr,,  884477--996633--33110055..  

DDoonn’’tt  ffoorrggeett  ttoo  vviissiitt!!
wwwwww..ttjjppttaa..oorrgg  
FFoo rr  aallll  tthhee  llaatteesstt  
sscchhooooll  aanndd  PPTTAA    
nneewwss..  

CCuullttuurraall  AArrttss  
LLiinnddaa  DDiivviizziioo    
KKaatthhyy  MMccDDeerrmmootttt  
  
TThhee  ccuullttuurraa ll  aarr ttss  ccoommmmiitt tteeee  iiss  vvee rryy  eexxcc iitteedd  
aabboouutt  tthhee  aasssseemmbb lliieess    wwee  hhaavvee  pp llaannnneedd  ffoo rr  tthhiiss    
yyeeaa rr..    TThhee  ffiirrsstt  oonnee  wwiillll  ttaakkee  pp llaaccee  oonn  OOccttoobbeerr  
1199,,  22000044..    TThhee  pprreesseennttaa tt iioonn  iiss  ccaa lllleedd  ““YYeess   YYoouu  
CCaann””,,  aanndd  iiss  aa  mmoott iivvaatt iioonnaa ll  aanndd  eedduuccaatt iioonnaa ll  
pprrooggrraamm  cc rreeaatteedd  bbyy  LLllooyydd  BBaacchhrraacchh..    LLllooyydd    
iiss  aa  pphhyyss iiccaa llllyy  cchhaa lllleennggeedd  ggyymmnnaasstt  wwhhoo  hhaass  nneevvee rr    
lleett  aannyytthhiinngg  kkeeeepp  hhiimm  ffrroomm  aacchhiieevviinngg  hhiiss  
ggooaa llss..    WWhhiillee  ccaapp tt iivvaa tt iinngg  aauudd iieenncceess  wwiitthh  lliivvee  
  ggyymmnnaasstt iiccss  aanndd  vvoo lllleeyybbaa llll  ddeemmoonnsstt rraatt iioonnss,,  hhee  
  sshhoowwss  tthhaatt  aannyytthhiinngg  iinn  lliiffee  iiss  ppoossss iibb llee..    TThhiiss  
pprrooggrraamm    pp rroovviiddeess  aa  ggrreeaatt  ooppppoo rrttuunniittyy  ttoo  ttaa llkk  ttoo  
yyoouurr  cchhiilldd rreenn  aabboouutt  tthhee  dd iiffffeerreenntt  cchhaa lllleennggeess  iinn  
lliiffee..  
  
IInn  JJaannuuaarryy,,  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  wwiillll  ggee tt  ttoo  eexxppee rr iieennccee  tthhee  
aarrtt  oo ff  jjuugggglliinngg..    AAnnddyy  HHeeaadd  wwiillll  bbee  ccaapp tt iivvaa tt iinngg  tthhee  
cchhiillddrreenn’’ss  aa tttteenntt iioonn  wwiitthh  mmuuss iicc  aanndd  lliigghhttss  wwhhiillee  
jjuugggglliinngg  aanndd  bbaa llaanncc iinngg  vvaarr iioouuss  oobbjjeecc ttss..    TThhee  ffiinnaa ll  
  aasssseemmbb llyy  wwiillll  bbee  iinn  AApprr iill,,  aanndd  wwiillll  ccoo iinncc iiddee  wwiitthh  
ffaammiillyy  rreeaadd iinngg  nniigghhtt..    CChhrr iiss  FFaasscc iioonnee  wwiillll  bbee    
bbrr iinnggiinngg  lliitteerraa ttuurree  ttoo  llii ffee  dduurr iinngg  22  aasssseemmbb lliieess  
dduurr iinngg  tthhee  ddaayy  aanndd  tthheenn  aaggaa iinn  aatt  nniigghhtt  ffoorr  tthhee  
eenntt iirree    ffaammiillyy!!   
  
  



 

Position at TJ: I am a first year fourth grade teacher. 
 
Hometown: I grew up in Palatine.  
 
Education: I graduated from Palatine High School in 1999 and Monmouth College in December, 2003 
with a major  in Elementary Education and a minor in English. 
 
Hobbies/Interests: I have always participated in choir and love to sing. I sang in the Palatine Children’s 
Chorus until college, and then sang with the Monmouth College Chorale until I graduated.  Now I sing 
with Allegro, an adult chorus.  I also love to write and I am currently learning more about photography. 
 
Family: Because I am an only child, I have a small family. I like to spend as much time with my parents  
and grandparents as possible, and I acquired a new family in July when I got married.  
 
Favorite Food: Anything Italian 
 
Favorite Subject in School: My favorite subject is definitely English, specifically poetry, analysis and  
British literature. 
 
Favorite Book: My favorite books are The Notebook by Nicholas Sparks and Tuesdays with Morrie by  
Mitch Albom (among others). 
 
Favorite Color: Blue  
 
Prized Possession: My prized possession is my uncle’s original pair of airborne wings given to him after  
his first parachute jump with the 82nd  Airborne Division at Fort Bragg, North Carolina.  He is now in  
the Special Forces serving at the Pentagon.  His wings remind me to challenge myself every day.  
 
I decided to become a teacher when…I decided to become a teacher when I was in grade school at  
Virginia Lake School in Palatine. I honestly never wanted to be anything else and to this day love all the  
intellectual and personal learning that goes on everyday in the classroom. 
 
People who knew me in elementary school thought… People who knew me in grade school thought that  
I was studious and dramatic, though at times shy. They associated me with anything musical including  
school productions and band.  
 
The best thing about being a teacher is…  The best thing about being a teacher is being a part of the  
social and academic growth of my students. I enjoy watching kids grasp new concepts, inspiring them to  
know more and learning from their honesty and enthusiasm.  

MMrrss..  JJaammiiee  TTrrooww  
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