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From the Presidents...

Dear TJ Families;

Happy Holidays from our family to yours. Whatever traditions you celebrate we
hope they are filled with joy and thanksgiving.

We would also like to take this opportunity to remind you about the Digtrict 15
Referendum. It will be on the February 22, 2005 ballot. The digtrict is asking
for atax increaseto fund its deficit. The PTA voted to support the referendum.
We will be working to keep you informed so you are able to make the most
educated vote you possibly can. If you should have any questions about
information you are receiving, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Walsh or us.

Asaways, PTA activities are over flowing the school. Committees like GREAT,
E-News, Newdletter, Volunteers, Market Day, School Store, and Resource
Center arefilling TJ with extra specia parents and community members. TJ
really is a neighborhood of caring and compassion. Thanksto al our PTA board
members for their time and talents. If you are interested in joining our amazing
group of parents let us know. Beinginvolved is a pleasure and a gift you can't
believe.

Once again, have the happiest of holidays.

Karen and Debbie

Dates to Remember

/ January
January 3 — School Resumes
January 7 — Ice Cream Social 7-9:00 p.m. (Carl Sandburg)
January 11 — PTA Meeting 7:15 p.m.

January 13- Market Day Orders Due

January 17 — No School — Martin Luther King Day
January 19 — Principal’s Coffee 9:00 am.

January 20 — Market Day Pick-up

January 24 — No School — Teacher’s I nstitute Day
January 26 — Beginning Band Concert (Marion Jordan)

\ /
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Espero que durante estas fiestas, todos tengan la
oportunidad de pasarlas con sus familias. De parte
de mi familia y la de Thomas Jefferson, les deseo a
todos muy felices fiestas.
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A View From My Office

Mike Fagerholm
School Social Worker
963-5439

| want to tell you about a couple of new things

we have been doing to help our students at
Thomas Jefferson School. The Respect
Committee has a mission to help our student
population increase their level of respect

within our building. To that end, we have
created The Thomas Jeffer son Nickel.
The T.J. Nickel represents the 5 common

sense (cents) rules of appropriate and

respectful behavior at our school.

The “Nickel” is posted in severa places
within our school. Each classroom has one.
Hallways, stairways, gym class, music room,
school office, and the cafeteria have T.J.
Nickels. There aren’t too many places
around the building that don’t have one.
We want our “Nickel” to be a positive,
yet constant reminder of the expectations
that will make our building an even more
respectful climate. It is hoped that the
students will memorize the rules, but even
more importantly, have an understanding
of them. Included on the “Nickel” are
these rules: Keep hands, feet, and objects
to yourself, Speak appropriately,

Follow directions, Wak wherever
you go, and Be there and Be ready.

Most of these rules are common sense ideas that make any environment a better place to be. As a parent,
you might wonder what “Be there-Be ready” means. It has at least 2 meanings in the context of our school.
First of al, it meansto be in the right place. The right place could be in the gym, cafeteria, library or in their
classroom, sitting at their desk. They shouldn’t be wandering around or ou of their correct area of the
building. “Be ready” indicates that a student should have their homework finished, appropriate materias, and
most importantly, be ready to learn. A student who is ready is alert, paying attention, and ready to participate
and be responsible for their own learning. Be on the lookout for the T.J. Nickel. Ask your child if they can
tell you the 5 common sense rules.

Continued on page 4
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AView From My Office (cont’d. from page 3)

Another concept that we Fave been working on lately is our Word Of the Week. (or commonly called
WOW). Mrs. Waitzman, our Resource Teacher, and | present a new word of the week each Monday morning
on our video announcements. We talk about the word, give examples of the word, and show a picture which
demonstrates the word. During the week, teachers discuss the word in their classroom meetings. Teachers are
given optional activities that they can do with their students to further understand the word. At the end of the
week, we go back on the Friday announcements and summarize our special word. We often have students
with us who talk about their experiences which exemplify the word. We ask the students to try to figure out
which Pillar_of Character our word of the week goes with. The six Pillars of Character are:

Trustworthiness, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring, Citizenship, and Respect.

We have aready had 6 Words Of the Week. So far we have talked about Reliable, Empathy, Courtesy,
Thankfulness, Loyalty, and Compassion. Do you think you could connect each of these words to the correct
Pillar of Character? If you can’t do it, ask your child to help you. (answers at the bottom of the page).

The Word of the Week is designed and organized to provide specific weekly instructionon character
education. We want students to use these words in their writing, think about their meaning, and talk about
how they have demonstrated these in their every day lives. Just about every child can think about peoplein
their lives who exemplify courtesy, reliability, loyalty, or compassion. We want to continue to help your
children to grow in their human development, as well as their cognitive development.

In the weeks ahead, we will be doing even more with our Thomas Jefferson Nickel and our Word of the
Week. Please take some time to ask your child to tell you about what they are learning. Sit back and
listen...it makes for great dinner conversation.

Pillar Word Of the Week
Responsibility Reliable

Caring Empathy
Respect Courtesy

Caring Thankfulness
Trustworthiness Loyalty

Caring Compassion
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Spark 2004-2005

By JOAnn Paldo, Spark Committee

SPARK - Special Education Parents
Accessing Resources and Knowledge is a
group that believesin providing a means
to educate parents, provide resources,
network, and support families of children
receiving special education in District 15.

Join us for our upcoming meeting on
January 11 where we will have a panel
from the district who will explain their roles
and services in the |IEP process.

January 11 - Sensory Integration
Speaker: Mary Block, M.S.,
O.T.R/L.
SPARK meetings are held at Plum Grove
Junior High School, 2600 Plum Grove

Road, Rolling Meadows from 7:00-8:30p.m.

inthe LRC. They are open to all
parents and staff of CCSD 15.

If you have any questions or would like
more information about SPARK, please
Contact: JoAnn Paldo at joannpaldo@aol

— ~ —~
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Health and Safety

We want to thank the following volunteers
who assisted our Nurse, Mrs.Olszewski with
the Vision and Hearing testing in November.
Your help was greatly appreciated!

Sandy Bellantuono, Debbie Ciura, Diane
Gerke, Méelanie Goldish, Sharon Gregory,
Eileen Luke, Teri Sloan, and Karen Zambslli.

Newsletter
Patti Burke 934-7381

Due date for January’s newsletter
will be Tuesday, January 11. Any
questions, please email me at

Adventures in Reading will be%in for
3% and 4™ grade on January 19
Forms must be returned by
December 17", We will be looking
for volunteers! If you have books
from AIR in the past that you would
like to donate, please send them to
school with your child and a note on
them marked AIR. They would be
greetly appreciated!!

Jo Fischer and Liza Alexanian
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VOLUNTEERS, RAFFLE PRIZES or COMPANY DONATIONS!!

WAYS AND

In the past, we have had many wonderful raffle prizes and/or donations from our TJ families and/or their
companies. We are very hopeful that we can again count on your support and the support of our new
families. We aso need lotsof VOLUNTEERS for all the different events. games, food, raffle/game ticket
sales, plus much more. If you are interested in helping, please fill out the form below and return it to school
or contact us.

We would like to wish you al a wonderful holiday season and a happy new year. Thank you in advance for
your continued support of our TJ PTA sponsored events.

Karen Mlynarczyk 991-5803
Lori Austin 963-0474

TJ FUN FAIR 2005-VOLUNTEER FORM
Saturday, February 5™ (11am to 3pm)

Child’'s Name (Oldest):

Phone: Teacher:

Please indicate your first, second or third shift choices:
Y our name:

_1st hift (10:45-12:15) ___ 2nd shift (12:15-1:45) ___ 3rd shift (1:45-3:15)

Spouse's Name:

_ 1st hift (10:45-12:15) _ 2nd shift (12:15-1:45) ___ 3rd shift (1:45-3:15)

TJ Alumni Name:

_1stshift (10:45-12:15) 2nd shift (12:15-1:45) _ 3rd shift (1:45-3:15)
____l aminterested in donating a cake or baked goods for the cake walk.

____1'would like to be contacted regarding contributions and/or volunteering.
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lEachergkeature

Ms. Katy Mancini

Position at TJ: Fourth Grade Teacher

Hometown: Lake Zurich, IL
Education: Bachelor’sdegree at I ndiana University, Bloomington, IN

Hobbies/Interests: | waspart of a cycling team in college. Currently | am consdering training for the Chicago
Marathon.

Family: | havetwo sisters. My younger sister isajunior at Lake Zurich High School. My Older Sister isa
teacher’sassistant at an alternative school in thearea. My mother isthe Speech pathologist for the Lake Zurich
Elementary school digtrict. My father isa contractor. He primarily worksout of the Palatineand Lake Zurich.
A bit of trivia, my father wasraised in the Palatine community and all four of hissiblings till live in Cook
County.

Favorite Food: | love eating Fruit. My Favorite snack ishumusand carrots.
Favorite Subject in School: Math ismy favorite subject. | have always enjoyed the challenge.
Favorite Book: | love booksbut | do have afavorite. Ever sincel haveread ToKill a Mockingbird by Har per

Lee. My favorite book asa child wasThe BFG by Roald Dahl. | highly recommend thisstory toany TJ
studentslooking for a great story!

Favorite Color: | have alwaysreally liked a bright shade of green.

Prized Possesson: | don’t know if | have onething that ismy prized possesson. | am very protective of the
booksin my classroom and my cycling bicycle at my apartment.

| decided to become a teacher when...
| truly enjoyed babysitting throughout my junior high years. | had my first job at Score! Educational center in
high school and quickly realized my passion for teaching.

People who knew me in elementary school thought... | would be ateacher. Everyonefor aslongas| can
remember steered mein thedirection to teach. | had families| babysat for telling mel should become a
teacher, aswell asmy own family, aswell asall the familiesthat | worked with at Score! | have not ever

thought of doing something else.

The best thing about being ateacher is... Therearemany incredible opportunitiesthat come with being a
teacher. | havetruly enjoyed getting to be part of all thelives of my fourth grade students. | also enoy
watching their eyeslight up when they realize they have lear ned something new.
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Reflections 2004-2005 “

Liza Alexanian (847)963-0540
Jo Fischer (847)963-0540

Congratulations to the following students who have
moved up to the Council level! You all did an
awesome job! Good luck on the Digtrict level!

LITERATURE
Primary
K - Eric Bennes
K - Philip Buesing
K - Brandon Matuszczak
2 - Zachary Matuszczak
rmediate
3 - Alex Bennes
5 - Carson Fischer
5 - Sarah Masucci
5 - Ed Park
4 - Abby Tomaszewski
5 - Justine Venegoni
Middle/Junior
6 - Chrissy Rotter

VISUAL ARTS

___Mhary
(Aﬁ 2 - lan Bohn

k M K - Madelyn Bohn
1 - Lauren Gregory
K - Brandon Matuszczak
2 - Zachary Matuszczak
1 - Corey Schultz
1- Michadl Yi

Intermediate

5- Tamar Alexanian (2)
5 - Matt Buesing
3 - Aaron Kent

3- Jackie Park
PH APHY

3- Ari Alexanian
K - Brandon Matuszczak

Jaguar Joyrpal

Areyou ready to

It's time for Rockin’ and Rollin’ at the
first party of the new year! Please join
us for our annual TJ Sock Hop and Ice
Cream Social. This “free” event
will be held on January 7", 2005 at
Carl Sandburg Junior High in Rolling
Meadows from 7-9PM. The fun
includes music, dancing, games, open
gym for volleyball and basketball, as
well as ice cream and drinks for the
entire family. Look for flyers and
reminders in your child’ s backpack.
Be there or be square!

(If you have any questions, please call
anyone on the Special Events or
Family Rec Night PTA Committees
listed on your TJCaendar.)
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Northwest Suburban Council of PTA isexcited to bring to you a special evening program for parents by a
nationally award-winning speaker, educator, and author, and the star of the 1999 Emmy awar d-winning
public television series* Parenting Puzze”

&% December 2004
M

Talking It Out:
How to Have Great Communication With Your Kids
Without Losing Your Hair or Your Mind

Presented by Michael Brandwein

Datec Monday February 28, 2005
Time: 6:00 Reflections Showcase
6:45 NWSC General Membership Meeting
7:00 Speaker - Michaegl Brandwein
Place: Carl Sandburg Junior High School

Please join us for a highly entertaining, practical presentation that will recharge and refresh you — and help you
meet the challenges of building great relationships with your children. To lead balanced, healthy, enriched lives,
families need to do their best to talk and listen to each other with skill and confidence. This presentation is not
“theory” — it's a nationally acclaimed, fast-paced, enjoyable session of specific things that you can use the moment
you return home to improve family communication and help young people from pre-school to high school to:

-develop greater responsibility
«learn how to solve problems by talking things out
-communicate their feelings respectfully and effectively
« and more!

ABOUT THE SPEAKER
MICHAEL BRANDWEIN is a nationally award-winning speaker, author, and educator who has made presentations
for parents, teachers, youth professionals, and othersin al 50 states and on 6 continents. He wrote and presented
three 1999 Emmy award-winning television programs on communicating with children that have been broadcast on
PBS stations throughout the U.S. Heis a frequent keynoter and workshop leader for national organizations that serve
families and youth and has served as a national training consultant for the National PTA. He combines exciting
presentational skills with powerful, ready-to- use techniques. Michael is the author of three acclaimed, best-selling
books on training youth leaders and has a Juris Doctor degree from the University of Chicago. He and hiswife
Donna have two children.

Here s What Parents Have Said:

+“ Thiswas an absolutely FANTASTIC, fabulous presentation! Very entertaining and extremely helpful and
informative!”

“You’'ve made an incredible difference in the way I’'ll help my 4 children grow. I'll never forget what you' ve done
for usl”

«“The best I’ve ever been to! It was so much fun to laugh and learn at the sametime. Fantastic! Wonderful!”

+“ Michael Brandwein is a dynamic, sensitive man who revitalized my enthusiasm, my joy, and my belief in
children....!”

+“ Extremely knowl edgeabl e, informative and experienced -- he genuinely loves kids, and it really shows.”
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Teaching Young Shoppersto Be Careful Consumers

The holiday season provides a great opportunity for parents to teach kids
about the importance of wise spending, the lures of advertising, and the
hazards of materialism. The more children learn about budgeting, comparison
shopping, and self- restraint, the better prepared they will be for handling

their own money as adults.

Here are afew suggestions for parents who are shopping with their kids:

* Make sure children, particularly younger ones, are fed and well-rested
before shopping.

Taken
from-www.pta.oro/ * Explain the purpose of the shopping trip beforehand. Let children know

whether they can expect to get something.

* Explain your reasons for buying or not buying something so that children
can understand your decision- making process.

* Encourage even young children to be careful shoppers. Ask them if the toy
at the store measures up to the advertisement.

* Engage children in discussions about why they decided to make certain
purchases, particularly if they're spending their own money.

For more on this topic, read "When Kids Want Too Much: Curing a Case of the
'‘Gimmies,™ an article that originally appeared in "Our Children” magazine.

G.REAT.

The G.R.EA.T. program needs a volunteer for a Wednesday slot from 12:00 — 1:00 starting the
first week in January through the end of the session in April. Unfortunately one of our volunteers
is moving and we really don’'t want to see her students lose their opportunity at the chance to
become great readers. We also still need substitute volunteers. If you know you can't make a
weekly commitment but still want to help, we could use more substo fill in when needed. Please

give usacall to learn more about this wonderful opportunity to help our students become better
readers. Thanks. The G.R.E.A.T. committee.

Renee Cupidro — 202-8242
Lisalsaacs— 776-7359
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MARKET DAY 6

Bobbie Summers (847/934-0295)
Dawn Hanen (847/776-0118)

Thahk 9/8UR SAPBE [27)I/C 5—%'8 otlinteers.
We could not do it each month without you!

December sales totaled $6,416.81 with a
total of 97 orders bringing us to a grand total
of $2,488.19. Our goa each month isto
raise at least $650.00 and we have been
averaging $622.00 asde. If you have not
ordered in the past, please consider ordering
in January. Your order will help us raise our
monthly profitsin order to meet our 2005
goa. Remember the profits go directly to
our children and their classrooms!

In case you didn’t know, if you shop at the
Sara Lee store, TJ receives 5% profit on any
Market Day items aswell asany SaralLee
products you purchase. SaralLeeislocated
on Rosdlle Road, just north of the
intersection at Schaumburg Road. Thisis
another way you can contribute to PTA and
Market Day.

January is Super Bowl month, so watch for
some fun game day items to serve at your
party! In addition, Market Day will feature a
Grocery Give-away with several great prizes.
See your January order form for details.

The Market Day committee wishes you and
your family a healthy happy holiday season!

Jaguar Jourpal

Creative | >4
Writing < ﬁ
Encounter \-/L-—-

Thank you to al the TJ students who
wrote wonderful letters to their
grandparents and made Grandparents Day
extra special for them. The November
CWE had the best response yet with 118
|etters written. The winners are listed
below. CWE will return in January with
more fun topics to write about.

Enjoy your holiday season and winter
break!

Kindergarten - Austin Matthews, Skoog
First Grade - Morgan Faulkner, Sheehan
Second Grade - Lauren Haman, Grossi
Third Grade - Jeff Jauch, Schneider

Fourth Grade - Mdissa Wilkinson,
Littledale

Fifth Grade - Taryn Lempa, Adams

Sixth Grade - Eric Thompson, Rodino and
Anna Oh, Kuehnel
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De las Presidentas...
Queridas familiasde TJ,

Nuestras familias |es desean felices fiestas a ustedes y a sus familias. Esperamos que sus
tradiciones estén llenas de felicidad y gratitud.

También quisiéramos recordarles del referéndum del distrito 15, € cua sellevaraacabo €
22 de febrero de 2005. El distrito quisiera aumentar los impuestos para pagar € déficit. La
PTA aprobo e apoyo de dicho referéndum. Durante los proximos meses les daremostoda la
informacion que necesiten para tomar una decision bien informada. Si tienen cualquier
pregunta, no duden en comunicarse con Nindén Flasch (si no tiene las respuestas que
necesitan, ella se comunicara con nosotros o con € Sr. Walsh).

Como siempre las actividades de la PTA abundan en laescuela. Los distintos comités como
GREAT (programa de lectura), Noticias Electronicas, Boletines de Noticias, Voluntarios,
Market Day, Negocio del Colegio, y e Resource Center se encargan de llenar |a escuela de
padres y miembros de la comunidad excepcionaes. El vecindario de TJ realmente esta
repleto de gente solidariay comprensiva. Muchisimas gracias a todos los miembros del PTA
por su tiempo y sustalentos. Si aln quisiera unirse a nuestro grupo de padres, por favor
haganos saber. Estar involucrados es un placer y es algo muy importante.

Unavez mas, les deseamos muy fdices fiestas















