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Dates to Remember 

FFrroomm  tthhee  PPrreessiiddeennttss……

Dear TJ Families: 
 

                                     

    MMaayy    22000055                                                                                                                                              
            MMaayy  33  –– IInnttee rrmmeedd..  BBaanndd  MMaarr iioonn  JJoo rrddaann  77 ::3300                      MMaayy  1111  ––  SScchhoooo ll  SSttoo rree  
                                        PPTTAA  MMeeeett iinngg  77 ::1155                                                                                                              SScchhoooo ll  NNuurrsseess’’  DDaayy    
            MMaayy  44  ––  BBeeggiinnnniinngg  BBaanndd  MMaarr iioonn  JJoo rrddaann  77 ::3300                MMaayy  1122  ––  MMaarrkkee tt  DDaayy  PP iicckk--uupp  
            MMaayy  55--     MMaarrkkee tt  DDaayy  oorrddeerrss  dduuee                                                              MMaayy  2255  ––  66tthh   GGrr..  TTrraacckk  MMeeee tt                  
            MMaayy  55  &&  66  ––  NNoo  SScchhoooo ll                                                                                      MMaayy  2266  ––  VVaarr iieettyy  SS hhooww  
            MMaayy  1100  ––  KK--22  MMuuss iicc  PP rrooggrraamm                                                                MMaayy  3300  ––  MMeemmoorr iiaa ll  DDaayy  
                                              1100 ::0000  aa..mm..  &&  77 ::0000  pp..mm..                                                                                          NNoo  sscchhoooo ll  
                                                                                                                                                                                MMaayy  3311  ––  PPTTAA    MMeeee tt iinngg  77 ::1155      

Karen and Debbie

AA  PPTTAA  

 

 
It’s 9:15 pm on Saturday night and I am writing this to you with the 
sounds of flashlight tag and ghost in the graveyard echoing in the 
background.  A sure sign that summer is around the corner.   
Karen and I would like you to know what a pleasure it has been to 
serve as your co-presidents for the last year.  In August we attended 
the NWSC President’s Course (as required by the TJ PTA by-laws).  
The course material starts off by saying that “the president’s job is 
the easiest in the whole of PTA.”    Many people around the room 
laughed and the instructor told us that this material was considerably 
old and outdated.  Everyone from the NWSC telling us all to be ready 
for the worst. 
 
Well, they were wrong.  At Thomas Jefferson the president is the 
easiest job in the PTA.   Karen and I have been fortunate to work with 
the most talented, devoted and caring group of parents and teachers.  
The Thomas Jefferson PTA is practically running itself.   We didn’t do 
anything and there was a back to school picnic.  We signed a check 
and there was an assembly.  February is here and there’s a Fun Fair.  
We arrive at the Board of Education meeting to find a light supper.  
Spring break is here and families head to Orbits for skating.  
Cameras click and a yearbook is published.  We can’t thank you 
enough. 
Next year both of us will be stepping down from the PTA executive 
committee.  Thank you for the fun and frolic of this past year, 
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Spring has sprung and now it is time to get our calendars ready and organized with all 
that comes with this time of the year.  Not only is this time of year busy with school 
schedules, but it is also jam-packed with soccer, baseball, swimming, softball, girl 
scouts, boy scouts, and a million other activities.  In an attempt to help with the business 
of all of our schedules, I would like to point out a few very important activities and dates 
that are coming up at the school.  So get those calendars out and lets get started! 
 
The parent input form for the student sectioning process for the 2005-2006 school year is 
due to the school office by Friday, April 22nd.  You should have received this form at 
home on April 7th.  If for some reason you need another copy, please contact the office 
and we will be happy to send one to you.  
 
April 28th will be a day, and evening, filled with lots of fun and reading for the whole 
family.  The day will begin with an assembly, sponsored by our outstanding TJ PTA, with 
an incredible storyteller that brings stories to life right before your eyes through acting, 
mime, and audience participation.  All students will get the opportunity to see him 
during the school day.  He will also be coming back in the evening, as part of our Family 
Reading Night (6:45-8:00p.m.), to do an encore performance for the students and 
parents.  The Family Reading Night will also include the opportunity for students to come 
dressed in their pajamas, to read some selected books as a family while having cookies 
and milk, and to purchase books from the spring Scholastic Book Fair, which the PTA has 
so generously coordinated.  Be sure to join in for all of the fun! 
 
April 28th will also be the day of the Read-O-Rama, which is taking place in lieu of the 
annual Walk-A-Thon.  Sheets have already gone home for the students to use to get 
pledges.  Students will be reading for part of their lunch hour that day, and will have 
some additional time at the end of the school day.  All pledge forms should be returned 
to the school office along with the donations by Wednesday, May 4th.  Please feel free to 
contact the school office with any questions. 
 
The Spring Concert for kindergarten, first grade and second grade will be held on 
Tuesday, May 10th.  This is a change from the school calendar.  There will no longer be a 
first grade concert on April 26th.  Two assemblies will be held during the school day for 
the students to view, and parents are welcomed to come at those times.  However, we 
also have an evening performance for this Spring Concert that will start at 7p.m. on May 
10th.  If you have any questions about this concert, please feel free to contact your 
child’s classroom teacher, Ms. Jahnke, Mrs. Carroll, or the school office. 
 
I hope that these important dates will help you plan for this busy time of year, and I 
especially hope that we will be able to see you at these exciting and fun activities!  As 
always, please feel free to contact me at any time. 
 
Enjoy the beautiful spring weather! 
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A View From My Office
Michael Fagerholm 
School Social Worker
963-5439 
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          Last fall, my family and I were visiting my sister and her husband up in Milwaukee. During our visit, 
we decided to take a trip down to the Milwaukee Public Library. At the library, they have a used book 
store where old and tattered books can be bought for the change you have in your pocket or a dollar or 
two. We always find some books to purchase when we visit the used book store. A book I purchased on 
this last visit was called, Teaching Your Children Responsibility by Linda and Richard Eyre. The 
copyright in the book was 1982. It was an interesting title, but I wondered if Linda and Richard had 
anything they could teach this generation. 
 
     In a chapter entitled, “Responsibility for Work,” the authors made an intriguing statement.+ 
 
 
     “Much of the satisfaction and joy of life comes from the acceptance and  
     conscientious completion of work. Children who never learn to work not  
     only fail to accomplish worthwhile things as adults but they also forfeit 
    one of the basic joys and fulfillments of life” 
     
     So the authors are saying that work is more than just assigning tasks to family members, but there is 
really something intrinsically good in doing work and accomplishing tasks. Maybe that’s why I enjoy 
making lists of tasks for myself and checking them off as I accomplish them. Yes, there does seem to be 
a real sense of accomplishment as I get one job done and go on to the next. Children can also develop a 
sense of pride and satisfaction as they go about doing their jobs and accomplishing them.  
 
    One particular family in this book was having a difficult time getting their children to help out around 
the house without complaining and dragging their feet. The parents had a family meeting with the 
children and discussed 2 important ideas. 
 
  1.  We are all responsible for the house because we all live here and are part of the family. 
  2.  We will have a family meeting at the first of every month and decide together who should do which 
jobs.             Once we have agreed, we will be sure we know how and when to do our jobs. 
 
     At the family meeting, the parents showed the children a list of the things that needed to be done to 
keep the home a pleasant place. The list might have things like: Do shopping, prepare meals, do 
dishes, vacuum, wash windows, pick up clutter, make bed, clean bathroom, do laundry, wash car, drive 
people places, feed pets, empty dishwasher, set table, empty garbage and trash. If you try this with 
your family remember that it is important to convey that these jobs are part of making the house run 
well. Be sure the chosen jobs are age appropriate. Make a chart listing the jobs with the person 
responsible next to it. The authors point out that there are 4 keys to being successful: 
 
üKeep it simple: each child should only have one or two basic daily jobs and one or two basic weekly 
jobs. 
 

CCoonnttiinnuueedd  oonn  ppaaggee  99  



 

April 2005 
  44
  

    
The Village of Palatine is having a Mercury Thermometer Exchange Program through  
May 31, 2005.  All mercury thermometers will be exchanged for a new, mercury-free 
 thermometer at no cost.  Mercury poses health risks to humans, especially to young 
 children.  For information about the mercury exchange program, visit the village of Palatine's web site 
www.palatine.il.us  or call the Village of Palatine Environmental Health Division Monday - Friday 9am to 
4pm at (847)359-9090.   Thank you.  
  
Environmental Education Committee 

  

We will be collecting old cell phones. Details will be sent home soon. Look for 
a little friendly competition between TJ and Whitely to add some excitement to 
the collection. 
 
Keep recycling those ink jet cartridges! 
 

EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTTAALL  NNEEWWSS

 
 
Thanks to William Elliott, Alissa Bosco, and Karen Li for submitting posters for 
the Art of Garbage Contest. Each of their posters will be displayed for one year at 
the Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County. 
 
Lisa Bosco/Lisa Weber 
 
NNoorrtthhwweesstt  SSuubbuurrbbaann  CCoouunncciill  
News 

        TThhee  FFoolllloowwiinngg  ooffffiicceerrss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ssllaatteedd  ffoorr  tthhee  NNoorrtthhwweesstt  SSuubbuurrbbaann  CCoouunncciill  ooff  
PPTTAA//PPTTSSAAss  ffoorr  tthhee  22000055//22000066  
sscchhooooll  yyeeaarr::  
  
PPrreessiiddeenntt::  MMaarryy  PPooddjjaasseekk  
11sstt   VV..PP..  OOppeenn  
22nndd  VV..PP..  DDeeiiddrree  KKooeehhlleerr  
SSeeccrreettaarryy::  KKiimm  IInnmmaann  
TTrreeaassuurreerr::  LLyynnnn  TToopppp  
  
TThhee  NNoorrtthhwweesstt  SSuubbuurrbbaann  CCoouunncciill  iiss  llooookkiinngg  ttoo  ff iillll  tthhee  BBooaarrdd  ffoorr  tthhee  uuppccoommiinngg  22000055--22000066  
sscchhooooll  yyeeaarr..    
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Attention 6th Grade Parents! 
  

We are now planning the 6th Grade picnic which will be held on Friday, 6/3/05 at the 
Inverness Field House, (rain or shine!).  This is your final opportunity to enjoy the company of 
the "Class of '05".  Would you be able to volunteer some of your time on that day to help us?  
We can use help before, during and after the picnic, which will last from about 11:00AM - 
1:30PM.  We will need volunteers to help cook, transport, serve and clean up lunch, game 
helpers, water balloon helpers, activity coordinators, and bakers.  We will be asking for 
donations of items that will cost no more than $5-$7.00, such as cases of pop, ice, hot dog 
condiments, paper plates, napkins, and brownies.  Please check off any or all areas that you 
can help us with.  We will contact you in May with specifics.  If you have any questions, please 
call us.  Thank you! 
  
Sharon Gregory      847-202-8492 
Kathy Parzynski     847-934-6133 
Dawn Chambers     847-359-2596 
  
Your name: 
 
Home Phone: 
 
Cell Phone: 
  
Yes I can help from 9-11AM              _______   And donate an item? (yes or no)_______  I have 
a cooler I can bring (yes or no)___________ 
Yes I can help from 11AM - 1:30PM   _______  And donate an item? (yes or no)_______   I 
have a cooler I can bring (yes or no)___________ 
Yes I can help from 1-3PM                _______  I can donate an item that I am willing to drop 
off before 11:00AM (yes or no)_______________ 
 
  
Yes, I am willing to fill 50-100 water balloons_________  (Remember, no balloons, no 
balloon toss, which was the highlight of the picnic in past years!) 
 
  
No, I am unable to help, but I can donate an item and drop it off in the morning_______ 
No, I am unable to help, but I can bake a batch of brownies and drop them off in the 
morning_________ 
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Thanks to all the creative TJ students for participating 
 in the April CWE contest.  The winners will be announced 
 at school on Earth Day, which is Friday, April 22nd. 
 All entries will receive a prize.  Thanks again to SWANCC,  
the Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County for judging 
 the entries and providing all the great prizes.   
  
Debie McCaffrey 

Creative Writing 
Encounter 

GG..RR..EE..AA..TT..

TThhee  GGRREEAATT  ccoommmmiitttteeee  nneeeeddss  aa  
CChhaaiirrppeerrssoonn  ((aanndd  ccoo--cchhaaiirrppeerrssoonn))   ffoorr  
tthhee  22000055--22000066  sscchhooooll  yyeeaarr..    PPlleeaassee  
ccoonnssiiddeerr  vvoolluunntteeeerr iinngg  ttoo  bbee  aa  
cchhaaiirrppeerrssoonn  aanndd  kkeeeepp  tthhiiss  wwoonnddeerrffuull  
pprrooggrraamm  ggooiinngg..      
  
PPlleeaassee  ccaa llll  LLiissaa  oorr  RReenneeee  ffoorr  ddeettaaiillss..  
  
TThhaannkk  yyoouu  aanndd  hhaavvee  aa  GGRREEAATT  ddaayy!!  
  
RReenneeee  CCuuppiiddrroo  
LLiissaa  IIssaaaaccss  

PPhhyyssiiccaallss  
  
IIff   yyoouu  hhaavvee  aa  cchhiilldd  eenntteerriinngg  
  kkiinnddeerrggaarrtteenn  oorr  ffiifftthh    
ggrraaddee  nneexxtt  yyeeaarr  tthheeyy  
  aarree  rreeqquuiirreedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  
  aa  ccoommpplleettee  pphhyyssiiccaall  
  ddaatteedd  aafftteerr  99//11//0044..  IImmmmuunniizzaattiioonnss  
  mmuusstt  bbee  uupp  ttoo  ddaattee  aanndd  ccoommpplleettee..    MMaakkee    
yyoouurr  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd’’ss    
ddooccttoorr  nnooww  aanndd  bbeeaatt  tthhee  rruusshh!!  PPlleeaassee  
ccoonnttaacctt    tthhee  sscchhooooll  nnuurrssee  ffoorr  aa  pphhyyssiiccaall  
ffoorrmm..  

Congratulations to the following 
Thomas Jefferson students who competed at 
the IPDGC State Tumbling Meet on 2-27-05. 
  
Eric Bennes             Kindergarten  -  Advance 
Beg. Level  -  9th Place 
Tyler Alfirevic           1st grader      -  Beginner 
Level  -  6th Place  
Rebecca Hamby      2nd grader     -  Advance 
Beg. Level  -  6th Place 
Melissa Hamby       5th grader  - Beginner 
level      --  
33rrdd..   ppllaaccee  

Newsletter 
Patti Burke 934-7381 
 
Due date for May’s  
newsletter will be Tuesday, 
May 3. Any questions, please 
email me at Dpstl@aol.com. 
Thank you.  



 

April  2005 77

  

MARKET DAY 
Bobbie Summers  934-0295 

Dawn Hanen 776-0118 
Linda Ratajczyk 359-0694 

 Thank you to all of our April volunteers!  We could not do it each month without you!  We had 93 orders 
in March totaling $466.14 and 85 orders in April totaling $477.42.  This brings our total for the year to 
$4414.48, which means we have just over $2,000.00 to raise these last few months to meet our 2004-2005 
goal. Please remember it is never too late to take advantage of great products at great prices and help 
to make a difference in your child’s school. 
 

•Watch for your May Market Day Flyer and some new items:  St. Louis Style Pork Ribs, 
Apple Razz, Deep Dish Pie, and Pina Colada Smoothie Mix.   

 
•Place a $30.00 order in May and receive a Market Day Gourmet Seasoning Sampler 
including samples of Give ‘Em Garlic, A Salt For All Seasonings, and a recipe suggestion 
card.  

 
Whatever your taste buds are looking for, Market Day probably has it!  We still hope to break 100 
orders before the school year is over (and came really close in April!), so please get your order in 
today.   
                                                               = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

Looking for a quick and easy recipe for your ChicNSteakes that the whole 
family will enjoy?   
 
                                                                                                     ChicNSteakes with Italian 
Salsa: 
                                                                                                      Prep. time: 15 minutes 
                                                                                                      Cooking time: 10 minutes 
                                                                                                      Servings: Makes 4 servings 

 

ground black pepper 1/4 teaspoon    
salt 1/4 teaspoon    
garlic powder, divided 3/4 teaspoon    
dried basil leaves, divided 2 teaspoons    
red wine vinegar 1 tablespoon    
chopped, seeded, tomato 1 cup    
chopped green pepper 1 cup    
Thawed ChicNSteakes 
chopped yellow pepper 4  

1 cup    

Combine peppers, tomato, vinegar, 1 teaspoon basil, 1/4 teaspoon garlic powder and salt. Set 
aside. Combine remaining 1 teaspoon basil, 1/2 teaspoon garlic powder and pepper. Sprinkle 
on both sides of chicken breasts. Spray a large non-stick skillet with no-stick cooking spray. 
Heat over medium heat. Cook chicken breasts 5 minutes per side or until tender. Serve with 
salsa. 
 
Meal Planning Tip: Serve chicken over linguine tossed with olive oil and sautéed garlic and 
Market Day French Breadsticks. 
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Position at TJ:   I currently teach 6th Grade. 
 
Hometown:   Des Plaines, IL. 
 
Education:  I earned my Bachelors degree at Northeastern Illinois University in Elementary Education.  I 
just completed my Masters degree at Northern Illinois University in Instructional Technology. 
 
Hobbies/Interests:  Most of my hobbies and interests revolve around sports.  I enjoy playing 16- inch 
softball at the Palatine Park District, baseball in a 28 and over league, and flag football with my friends. 
 
Family:  This summer marks my second wedding anniversary.  I am expecting  my first child, Kendall 
Christine, during the first week of March.   (editor’s note: Kendall Christine arrived on March 4, 2005. 
Congratulations to the Brents Family!) 
 
Favorite Food:  Pizza is my favorite food while chocolate is my biggest weakness! 
 
Favorite Subject in School:  I have always enjoyed science and math since I was in third grade. 
 
Favorite Book:  As a child, my favorite book was Charlotte’s Web.  As an adult, I enjoy reading Tom 
Clancy novels. 
 
Favorite Color:   Red  
 
Prized Possession:  My most prized possession was a 1969 Chevy Chevelle.  Unfortunately, I had to sell it 
in order to pay for college.  I look forward to the day when I can purchase and drive another one. 
 
I decided to become a teacher when…I was in kindergarten.  My teacher at the time was Mrs. Sorenson 
and she made a tremendous impact on my life.  So much so, I wanted to become a teacher as an adult.   
 
People who knew me in elementary school thought…I was an outgoing student who loved to be around 
people and play sports.  I especially enjoyed playing all-time quarterback during our recess football games. 
 
The best thing about being a teacher is…being a positive role model for my students. I try to teach my 
students no matter what happens outside of school, learning and obtaining an education is one of the most 
important things one can do in life. 

MMrr..  EErriicc  
BBrreennttss  



 

April  2005 99

    AA  VViieeww  FFrroomm  MMyy  OOffffiiccee  
((ccoonntt’’dd  ffrroomm  ppaaggee  33))  
  
üüBBee  ssuurree  eeaacchh  cchhiilldd  kknnoowwss  eexxaaccttllyy  
hhooww  ttoo  ddoo  tthhee  jjoobb..     SSppeenndd  ssoommee  ttiimmee  
iinnssttrruucctt iinngg  tthhee  cchhiilldd  hhooww  tthheeyy  sshhoouulldd  
ddoo  tthhee  jjoobb  aanndd  ddoo  iitt  wwiitthh  tthheemm  sseevveerraall  
ttiimmeess..  
  
üüFFoollllooww  tthhrroouugghh::   BBee  ssuurree  eeaacchh  cchhiilldd  
ddooeess  hhiiss  aassssiiggnnmmeennttss  eevveerryy  ddaayy  aanndd  
eevveerryy  wweeeekk..    HHaabbiittss  ttaakkee  aa  mmoonntthh  oorr  
  ttwwoo  ttoo  ddeevveelloopp..    TThheeyy  wwoonn’’tt  ddoo  iitt  iiff   tthheeyy
ddoonn’’tt  tthhiinnkk  yyoouu  wwiillll  ffoollllooww  tthhrroouugghh..  
  
üüMMaakkee  iitt   vviissiibbllee::    PPrreeppaarree  aa  cchhaarrtt  tthhaatt 
sshhoowwss  tthhee  cchhiilldd’’ss  nnaammee  aanndd  jjoobb  aanndd  lleett  
tthheemm  ppuutt  aa  cchheecckk  mmaarrkk  oorr  ssttaarr  bbyy  iitt  
wwhheenn  iitt  iiss  ccoommpplleetteedd..    AAfftteerr  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  
nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ssttaarrss  aarree  eeaarrnneedd,,  aa  ssmmaallll  
rreewwaarrdd  oorr  eevveenn  aa  ffaammiillyy  ttrreeaatt  ccaann  bbee  
ggiivveenn..  
  
          OOnnee  ooff  tthhee  rreeaallllyy  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ppooiinnttss  
tthhee  aauutthhoorrss  bbrriinngg  uupp  iiss  tthhaatt  ppaarreennttss  
sshhoouulldd  aa llssoo  hhaavvee  ddaaiillyy  aanndd  wweeeekkllyy  
jjoobbss..    TThheeyy  ffeeeell  tthhaatt  tthhee  ppaarreenntt’’ss  
eexxaammppllee  ooff  ccoonnssiisstteenntt llyy  ddooiinngg  tthheeiirr  
jjoobbss  wwiillll  rreeiinnffoorrccee  tthhee  ccoonncceepptt  tthhaatt  wwee  
aarree  aallll  rreessppoonnssiibbllee,,  tthhaatt  wwee  aallll  lliivvee  
hheerree,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  wwee  aarree  aallll  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhiiss  
ffaammiillyy..  
  
          TThhiiss  bbooookk  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  lloott ss  ooff  ggoooodd  
iiddeeaass  aabboouutt  tteeaacchhiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  
ppeerrssoonnaall    rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy..    
  
  TThhee  ffiirrsstt  ppaarreenntt  wwhhoo  aasskkss  mmee,,  ggeettss  ttoo
bboorrrrooww  iitt..    
  
          NNooww  wwhheerree’’ss  mmyy  jjoobb  cchhaarrtt??????    II  wwaanntt  
ttoo  ppuutt  aa  ssttaarr  oonn  iitt  ffoorr  ccoommpplleettiinngg  tthhiiss  
aarrttiiccllee..  AA  ggoolldd  ssttaarr,,  iiff   yyoouu  pplleeaassee..      

SSppaarrkk  22000044--22000055  
BByy  JJooAAnnnn  PPaallddoo,,  SSppaarrkk  CCoommmmiitttteeee  
  
SSPPAARRKK  ––  SSppeecciiaall  EEdduuccaattiioonn  PPaarreennttss  
AAcccceessssiinngg  RReessoouurrcceess  aanndd  KKnnoowwlleeddggee  iiss
aa  ggrroouupp  tt hhaatt  bbeelliieevveess  iinn  pprroovv iiddiinngg  aa  
mmeeaannss  tt oo  eedduuccaatt ee  ppaarreenntt ss,,  pprroovv iiddee  
rreessoouurrcceess ,,  nneett wwoorrkk,,  aanndd  ssuuppppoorrtt   
ffaammiilliieess   ooff   cchhiillddrreenn  rreecceeiivv iinngg  ssppeecciiaall  
eedduuccaatt iioonn  iinn  DDiisstt rriicctt   1155..  
  
JJooiinn  uuss  ffoorr  oouurr  uuppccoommiinngg  mmeeeettiinngg  oonn  
MMaayy  33  wwhheerree  wwee  wwiillll   hhaavvee  aa  ppaanneell  
ffrroomm  tt hhee  ddiisstt rriicctt   wwhhoo  wwiillll  eexxppllaaiinn  tt hheeiirr  
rroolleess   aanndd  sseerrvv iicceess   iinn  tt hhee  IIEEPP  pprroocceessss ..  
  
MMaayy  33  ––   AAssssiissttiivvee  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  SSppeeaakkeerr::    
CChheerriiee  LLaauuffeennbbuurrgg,,  AAssssiisstt iivvee  
TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  SSppeecciiaalliisstt ,,  DDiisstt rriicctt   1155..  
  
SSPPAARRKK  mmeeeett iinnggss  aarree  hheelldd  aatt   PPlluumm  
GGrroovvee  JJuunniioorr  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll ,,  22660000  PPlluumm  
GGrroovvee  RRooaadd,,  RRooll lliinngg  MMeeaaddoowwss  ffrroomm  
77::0000--88::3300pp..mm..  iinn  tt hhee  LLRRCC..    TThheeyy  aarree  
ooppeenn  tt oo  aallll  ppaarreenntt ss  aanndd  sstt aaffff  ooff  CCCCSSDD  
1155..  
  
IIff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  qquueessttiioonn ss  oorr  wwoouulldd  ll iikkee  
mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaatt iioonn  aabboouutt   SSPPAARRKK,,    pplleeaassee  
CCoonntt aacctt ::  JJooAAnnnn  PPaallddoo  aatt   
jjooaannnnppaallddoo@@aaooll   oorr  FFrraann  SSaappllii ss  aatt   
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1100  
Summer 
Reading 
Counts!!!  

 

        All Books: Buy One Get One Free! 
 
                     Thursday, April 28  9am – 3pm, 6:30pm – 8:30pm 

                      Friday, April 29   9am – 3pm 
 
 

Please plan to stop by on April 28 and 29 during school hours or during the TJ Family Literacy 
Night on April 28.                    It’s a perfect time to explore the affordable books which will keep 
you and your children reading all summer long!   Your children will have an opportunity to select 
and purchase books during school hours.   

 
The first 200 TJ students to sign up with their parents for Scholastic’s “Summer Reading 

Counts” promotion during  the Family Literacy Night will receive a special gift. 
 

Volunteers are needed to assist the students and parents during the fair.  If you can volunteer 
or have any  questions, please call Merry, Denise or Jean.    

 
                                                    We can’t wait to see you there! 

Our Book Fair accepts credit cards and secured debit cards (with 
MasterCard or Visa logos on them).  Checks may be written out to 

Thomas Jefferson School (not the PTA). 
 

SALES TAX will be applied to all purchases. 
 

Preview books you’ll find at the Book Fair at  

TThhoommaass  JJeeffffeerrssoonn  BBooookk  
FFaaiirr!!!!  
  
BBooookk  FFaaiirr  CCoommmmiitttteeee::  
  
MMeerrrryy  MMoorrttoonn          770055--77662288  
DDeenniissee  SStteeggiicchh      220022--99447766  
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Sr. Walsh 
 
Llegó la primavera y es hora de organizar nuestros calendarios.  Esta época del año no solo 
esta llena de actividades escolares, sino también de deportes como football, baseball, 
natación, softball, girl scouts, boy scouts y mil más.  Quisiera recordarles de ciertas fechas y 
actividades importantes que se llevarán a cabo en los próximos meses, así que por favor 
tomen nota! 
 
Los papeles acerca de las divisiones de las clases para el año escolar 2005-2006 deben ser 
devueltos a la oficina antes del viernes, 22 de abril.  Este formulario debe haber sido recibido 
el 7 de abril.  Si por algún motivo necesita otra copia, por favor comuníquese con la oficina y le 
mandaremos una nueva. 
 
El 28 de abril será una noche llena de diversión y lectura para toda la familia.  El día 
comenzará con una asamblea, patrocinada por nuestra gran PTA, con un increíble narrador de 
cuentos que dará vida a las historias que cuenta a través de actuación, mímica y participación 
del público.  Todos los estudiantes tendrán la oportunidad de verlo durante el día.  El narrador 
también estará presente a la noche durante nuestra Noche de Lectura Familiar (de 6:45 a 8 de 
la noche), para actuar nuevamente para los estudiantes y padres.  Para la Noche de Lectura 
Familiar los estudiantes podrán asistir en sus pijamas, y leer en familia comiendo galletas con 
leche; así como también comprar libros en la Feria de Scholastic (la cual será coordinada 
gracias a la PTA).  ¡Espero que todos puedan participar! 
 
El 28 de abril también será el día del Read-O-Rama, el cuál se llevará a cabo en vez del Walk-
a-thon.  Los formularios para recaudar fondos ya han sido entregados a los estudiantes.  El 28, 
los estudiantes tendrán tiempo para leer durante la hora de almuerzo, así como también al final 
del día.  Todos los formularios y el dinero deben ser entregados a la oficina el miércoles 4 de 
mayo.  Por favor no dude en comunicarse con la oficina si tiene cualquier pregunta al respecto. 
 
El Recital Primaveral para jardín, primero y segundo grado será el martes 10 de mayo.  Por 
favor tomen nota que el calendario escolar tiene una fecha distinta.  El recital para primer 
grado el 26 de abril NO se llevará a cabo.  El 10 de mayo tendremos 2 funciones durante el día 
para los estudiantes (y aquellos padres que quieran asistir); y también tendremos una función 
a las 7 de la noche.  Si tienen cualquier pregunta a cerca del recital, por favor comuníquese 
con su maestro/a, Ms. Jahnke, Mrs. Carroll, o la oficina. 
 
Espero que estas fechas importantes los ayude a programar esta época del año tan ocupada; y 
más que nada espero verlos en todas las funciones y actividades que hemos planeado.  Como 
siempre, por favor no duden en llamarme si tienen cualquier pregunta. 
 
¡Disfruten de este hermoso tiempo primaveral! 
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 De las presidentas: 
 
Queridas familias de TJ: 
 
Son las 9:15 de la noche y mientras les escribo escucho linternas y “fantasmas en el 
cementerio” en mi jardín.  Esto significa que el verano se avecina. 
 
Karen y yo quisiéramos decirles que ha sido un placer servirles como co-presidentas este año.  
En agosto 2204 tomamos un curso –Curso para Presidentes de la NWSC – requerido por las 
leyes de la PTA de TJ.  Lo primero que nos dijeron fue que “la posición de presidente es la más 
fácil de toda la PTA.” Mucha gente se rió, y hasta el instructor nos dijo que el material era 
bastante viejo y anticuado.  Todo el mundo en la NWSC nos advirtió que nos preparáramos 
para lo peor. 
 
Estaban equivocados.  En TJ, la posición de presidente ES la más fácil de la PTA.  Karen y yo 
hemos tenido la gran suerte de trabajar con un grupo de padres y maestros llenos de talento, 
devoción y cariño.  La PTA de TJ prácticamente funciona por si misma.  No tuvimos que hacer 
nada y hubo un picnic para celebrar el regreso a la escuela a principio de año.  Firmamos un 
cheque y hubo una asamblea.  Llegó febrero y tuvimos la Feria de Diversión.  Llegamos a la 
reunión de la Junta de Educación y sirvieron una pequeña cena.  Para las vacaciones de 
primavera, las familias de TJ fueron invitadas a patinar a Orbitz.  Alguien se encarga de sacar 
fotos, y el libro anual se publica.  No les podemos agradecer lo suficiente. 
 
El año que viene, ninguna de las 2 formaremos parte del comité ejecutivo.  Mil gracias por un 
año inolvidable. 
 
Karen y Debbie 


