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From the Presidents...

Dear TJ Families:

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome our new principal, building
assistant, staff and TJ families to the 2005-2006 school year. Our names are Linda
Divizio and Karen Mlynarczyk and we are the new TJ PTA Co-Presidents. Our mission
is to make the PTA accessible to every parent/teacher and a resource for every student.

The TJ PTA Board along with the staff have been working together to provide the
children with educational and fun activities throughout the school year. Although all
board positions have been filled, there are plenty of opportunities for you to volunteer.
Also, please help us out by joining the PTA with your membership dues. Don’t forget to
send in both the directory/membership/party form and volunteer form you received at
Parent Orientation night on September 6th. With your support, we will be able to fund
many wonderful programs for all TJ students.

The Ways and Means Committee has been busy selling and getting orders for this
year’s Spiritwear. Be sure to get your orders in as this event only occurs every other
year. The children along with many parents and staff enjoy seeing each other in TJ
Spiritwear.

This committee will also hold the Kathryn Beich fall fundraiser beginning on
September 22nd. Be sure to watch for your catalog coming home. Market Day is
another great way in which we raise money. Your help in supporting the PTA through
these great fundraisers is greatly appreciated. The Market Day Committee is always
appreciative of any volunteer able to help them out each month. No experience is
necessary and babysitting is available too.

The Reflections Committee has already sent out their first event notice in the August
mailing. Make sure to enter your “l Wonder Why” piece.
Continued on page 3

Dates to Remember oo,
September a
September 5 No School Labor Day °2

6 Parent Orientation 5:45p.m.-9:00p.m.
9 Back to School Picnic 4:30p.m.-5:30p.m.
12 Market Day Internet Orders Due 12:00p.m.
15 Market Day Pick-up
16 School Pictures
20 PTA Meeting 7:15p.m.
\_ 22 Kathryn Beich Fundraiser begins )
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INTRODUCING OUR NEW PRINCIPAL AND ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

Taylor’s Tales Principal

Welcome Friends Old and New Dr. Mary Taylor

A great, big TJ welcome to all new and returning students and families of the Thomas Jefferson School community. | am
thrilled to be a part of the TJ Team and look forward to “taking the journey” with you and your child(ren) this school year.
Thank you for such a warm welcome.

Just a little about me. My husband, Mark and I live on the northwest side of Chicago along with our daughter, Sara, and
two bischon, yorkie puppies, Buddy and Holly. Our son, Kevin, ventured off to North Park University last week, and is
quickly adjusting to college life. In my “free” time, | enjoy taking long walks by the lake, sailing and kayaking.

As a former teacher in District 15 and administrator in a various school districts across the country and abroad, I’m excited
to make Thomas Jefferson my new home. Please feel free to stop by, say, “Hello,” and share your stories, my door is
always open.

Throughout the year, | will be sharing my beliefs and values with you. Please take a few minutes each month to read these
thoughts and other events that are taking place at Thomas Jefferson. As always, thank you for your support at home and at
school — to our instructional programs and your child’s education.

Sincerely,

Mary Taylor

Dear Thomas Jefferson Families,

Welcome to the 2005-2006 school year! | am very excited to be joining the Thomas Jefferson team as the Assistant
Principal. As some of you may know, | will be sharing my time between here and Virginia Lake School. | began my
teaching career in District 15 eight years ago where | taught 6th grade at Jane Addams. | have spent the last three years
at Lake Louise School as Reading Consultant Specialist. | look forward to working with all of our students for what is
sure to be an outstanding school year.

I hope everyone had an enjoyable summer. During my free time, | enjoy reading, golfing, and spending time with my
husband and two grown children, and friends.

| firmly believe that it is important to work closely with all of the Thomas Jefferson families. If you have any questions
regarding how you can help your child be successful in the classroom, please do not hesitate to call your child’s
classroom teacher or myself at 963-5404. Thanks to so many of you who have stopped by and welcomed me to the
Thomas Jefferson community. Thank you for your enthusiasm and support during the upcoming school year.

Sincerely,
Marilyn Ablin
Assistant Principal
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A View From My Office

Mike Fagerholm
School Social Worker
963-5439

Hello, my name is Mike Fagerholm and | am the social worker here at Thomas Jefferson School. | have been at TJ for the past 22
years. Some parents may know me well, while others might be hearing my name for the first time. Thomas Jefferson is a great school
with wonderful teachers, special area professionals, and support staff. You might say | am biased, but Jefferson has a proud history
and a caring staff. To add to that, we have fantastic students and a dedicated PTA and parent community.

I just want to share a little about my family and myself. My wife, Allison and | have been married for 28 years. We have 2
children, Matt is 19 and a sophomore at Columbia College in Chicago and Emily is 17 and a senior in high school. Our children have
been a huge joy to my wife and I. We have enjoyed every stage of their development from infancy to the present day.

However, parenting is not always easy. As parents, we feel for our children when they are struggling and we celebrate when things
are going well. The road of good parenting can be a rough one at times, potholes, detours, and one-way streets. Each child’s unique
personality, strengths and weaknesses contribute to their growth and development. One day you think you have something figured out
about your child and the next day, your supreme knowledge deflates like a balloon. So, as a parent and a social worker, | have learned
ots of things over the years, but the uniqueness of each child keeps me on my toes. This year, if you need some help or if your child is
struggling socially or emotionally, feel free to give me a call at school. 963-5439. | am at TJ on Tuesday, Wednesday afternoon, and
Friday. | may not always have every answer, but 1’1l try hard to find one with you.

On another subject: Yes...my family and | visited the Lincoln Library and Museum this summer. In a word, it was an
“awesome” experience. The Lincoln Museum is a high-tech extravaganza. Separate areas of the museum are devoted to different
parts of Lincoln’s life. In The Journey, Part | you learn about Lincoln’s life prior to becoming president. The Journey, Part Il is the
White House years. Speaking of the White House, they have a replica of it in the Plaza which is the area in the central part of the
museum. In the lllinois Gallery there is a temporary exhibit called, “Blood On the Moon.” In there are such items as the carriage Mr.
and Mrs. Lincoln rode on the way to Ford’s theater, as well as the bed Lincoln died in. Many of these incredible items are on loan
from other museums and private collectors. One of my favorite exhibits is in the SBC Theater, Ghosts of the Library, a holographic
and live action show. | don’t want to ruin it for you, but | would like to ask, what is the hologram and what is real?

There is a children’s play area called Mrs. Lincoln’s Attic. Here children can dress up in replica clothes from Lincoln’s time and
play games from the time period. Finally, the museum has a great bookstore and gift shop. There’s plenty to buy here, but you could
spend lots of money. So, | hope | have piqued your interest in this great museum. Abraham Lincoln is from our state; he’s our
president. Take a weekend and visit Springfield. Enjoy the new Lincoln Museum and all the Lincoln sites. | guarantee...it’s worth it!

Cont’d. from page 1

The Special Events Committee has been busy planning for the annual back to school picnic on Friday, September 9th from
4:00PM to 5:30PM. Hope to see you all there.

We would like to thank all of our TJ PTA board members along with many volunteers for all of their hard work and dedication
to the TJ students and staff. We appreciate all of your efforts. All TJ PTA board member committees are listed in the PTA school
calendar. Should you have questions, please feel free to contact any of the committees.

Our board meetings will be held the third Tuesday of every month, with the exception of Dec. 05/May 06. We encourage all TJ
families to attend. This is a great opportunity to stay involved, see how the funds we raise are being used, and to learn what each
committee has planned for the school year. Our first meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 20th. We will present the Audit
and the 2005-06 Budget for approval.

We look forward to meeting and working with everyone. Please feel free to call us with any questions you may have
throughout the year. We are here to assist in anyway.

Karen and Linda
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Debbie Duffy (847)496-4352
Jana Stevens (847)358-0766
Janeen Brazier (847)496-4163

Thank you to all of our 2004-2005 volunteers! We couldn’t do it last year without you! We had a total of
870 orders for the school year and had approximately $5,200.00 in profit. We did come close to our goal of
$6,500.00, however we feel optimistic that our efforts will lead us to our new 2005-2006 goal. Please
remember it is never too late to take advantage of great products and prices in order to help make a
difference in your child’s school.

*There isa BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIAL for September! Get the new school year off to a
sweet start by ordering Market Day. Some of these items include: String Cheese, Kraft® Mac &
Cheese Singles, Chocolate-Chocolate Chip Puddin” Cakes, Fruit Singles, Cheese Pizza Eat-
zzas™, and Tropicana® orange juice singles, and Cheddar Cheese Goldfish® crackers.

*Customers will receive a free trial size tub of Rainbow Chocolate Drop Cookie Dough with any
purchase from the September order sheet.

*Market Day is proud to announce the new Family Rewards Program. Each month, beginning in
September, every customer who spends $35 or more will automatically receive a $3 Coupon that
will be attached to their receipt. All you need to do is purchase one of the featured items listed on
the coupon, bring it back the next month and SAVE!

*Market Day is also offering a new Get Acquainted®Sampler Box. It’s a perfect way to taste the
quality of Market Day! What a great way to try some of our top selling, long time customer favorites.
You get: 2-5 oz. boneless 3/4 inch pork chops; 2-4 oz. ChicNSteaks (boneless, skinless, all-white
chicken breasts), 1 Ib. of Ground Beef (85% lean) and a 2 Ib. bag of our famous Supersweet Corn.
Which items will become your favorites?

Whatever your taste buds are looking for, Market Day probably has it! We will continue to shoot for 100
orders each month. We hope to break 100 orders before the school year is over, so please get your order in
today.

Ordering from Market Day is easy!
Market Day lets you order at your convenience. You can place your Market Day order:
*At Thomas Jefferson through the flyer

*By going on-line at Marketday.com
*Shopping at the Sara Lee stores
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RESOURCE CENTER - Join us! Specia' PTA Event
. Ll .

Volunteers are needed in ’ Jillil Everyone’s Monday, September 19,2005

the Resource Center = Invited to 7:00 p.m.

to help check in and ~’§ Hear Tips

out books to the students. and Quips Winston Campus Cafeteria
From Super Palatine

What a fun way to serve the kids at TJ! Mom. Deb DiSandro

Morning or afternoon times available to Please join the Northwest Suburban Council

volunteer...Call Becky Staal, 991-4093 PTA/PTSA for an evening of laughter and

or e-mail david_becky@juno.com bonding with author, speaker and parent-

Deb DiSandro

Dads are especially welcome to volunteer here!
For more information, contact Lisa Hanson-
Braun 847-705-8567 or LHBhome@aol.com

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE
@ Walk/Bike-To-School Week @

October 3rd-7th is National Walk/Bike-To-School Week, so mark your calendar and join other
TJ students for a healthy, energy-efficient way to get to school that week!

Recycling
-Used batteries and ink jet cartridges can be dropped off in a bin in the front office.

Visit http://www.swancc.org/servicedirectoryREMINDER.htm* for resources on recycling
or properly disposing of many items (from appliances to eyeglasses to shoes).

‘Watch for future school-wide cell phone and gym shoe collections.

* SWANCC stands for Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County, and is a great resource
for environmental issues-specifically reducing, reusing and recycling.

Any questions or comments, contact:
Corinne Hajdukovic 963-0787
Michelle Schultz  358-1176
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From the Band Department:

Mr. Wilkie would like to welcome everyone back to school. Beginning Band Parents should make a
special note of the upcoming Band/Orchestra Info night Thursday, September 8 in the Hunting Ridge
Cafeteria at 7 P.M. Topics included will be the structure of the band/orchestra program and instrument
renting. The following dates were also mailed home this week with a band handbook. Group lesson
schedules will be available after the first full week of school. | look forward to seeing all of the returning
band students and meeting the new fifth grade students as well!

Upcoming Band Dates

*August 29 First TJ Intermediate Band group lesson

*September 8 Beginning Band info night @HR 7 P.M.

*September 14 Intermediate Band (HR/TJ) rehearsals start @ HR 7:30 A.M.
*October 20 First TJ Beginning Band Rehearsal @ TJ 7:30 A.M.

*December 8 HR/TJ Intermediate Band Concert @ HR 7:30 P.M.

*December 13 TJ Winter Program (Band/Orchestra/Percussion) @ TJ 7:30 P.M.
January 25, 2006 HR/TJ Beginning Band Concert @ (TJ) 7:30 p.m.

+# REFLECTIONS &

families have been receiving . , .
PTA updates and This year’s theme is:
information via | Wonder Why?

e-mail. Be sure to = Details will be coming home this fall.
visit www.tjpta.org

and subscribe to the Please contact me with any questions. b
Thomas Jefferson PTA E-News @ Lisa Weber 358-1585 or lisaweberl@comcast.net ‘EI

"YEARBOOK COMMITTEE

EXTRA! EXTRA! We have extra yearbooks from last year. If you did not order one but would like
one now for keepsake, it is only $10 per yearbook.

*We usually do not have extras, but due to miscommunication with the printing company, we have
more copies than were ordered.

Sandy Burnitz 991-4907 Lori Halfman 705-6574 Dora Leonard 776-9341
Vicky Alfirevic 776-8449
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Back To School Picnic
Friday, September 9
4:00 pm - 5:30 pm
Come join us at school as the Thomas

Jefferson PTA kicks off the 2005/2006
school year.

Be ready to "Moon Jump", play some games,
and enjoy the music & DJ

Families should plan to bring their own
drinks .. and a fun snack for the "treat table®.

G.REA.T.

Reading Program
It’s that time of year again when you are being asked
to serve on one or many of the wonderful committees,
programs, etc. that the Thomas Jefferson PTA has to offer
our children. One committee that really needs your help is
The GREAT Program. Great stands for Great Reading
Evident At TJ and is a volunteer based reading program
where adults read with kindergarten, first, and second grade
students twice a week for 20 minutes. All of the volunteers
are trained and need to commit to one hour once a week for
approximately 18 weeks. We hope to start the program in
The early fall and end around spring break. We have been
able to serve approximately 25-30 children each year.

That’s where you come in...

If you are interested in building a special “reading
relationship” with a young child, please consider
volunteering for this very rewarding experience. The more
volunteers we get, the more children we can help.
Grandparents and college students are also ideal
volunteers. If you are interested, please call any one of us.

Noreen Huffman 358-8915
Bobbie Summers 934-0295

Denise Stegich 202-9476

4\/\\ Attention All 6th Grade Parents

The PTA Special Events Committee is hoping you
will help make this years’ 6th grade memory book a
huge success. This book, (not to be confused with
the yearbook) is part of the TJ PTA “Graduation”
gifts to all the departing 6th graders. We also plan a
6th grade farewell picnic in June. We need your
help in collecting pictures of the 6th grade students
during their time at TJ. It is always fun for the kids
to see pictures of themselves and their friends
through the years. If you have any pictures of your
child, or their friends, please share them with us.
We can scan them and use them for this special
memory book. We will return all pictures once we
are done scanning them. Start collecting now and
send them to school in an envelope marked “PTA
Special Events Committee-Memory Book Pictures”
with your name on the back of the pictures. We will
need all pictures by the end of February 2006.

If you have any questions, please call one of us.
Thank You for Your Help!!
Lisa Bosco, Jo Fischer, Diane Igielski and Kathleen

Parzynski
PTA Special Events Committee

PICTURE DAY

Help is needed for Picture Day,
September 16.

We need 8 volunteers to help the
kids tidy up for their pictures.
Please call Linda Faulkner 847-
358-1320 if you are able to help
in the morning or afternoon.

Thank you.
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\(jndel"' gy,n Welcome Kindergartners and Parents!

Kindergym will soon begin. To give everyone an idea of
% what we will be busy with this year, we have
i included a schedule of lessons below:
Fridays, 8:45 am until 9:15 am for Mrs. Williams

Fridays, 9:15 am until 9:45 am for Mrs. Skoog (AM)
Fridays, 12:55 pm until 1:25 pm for Mrs. Skoog (PM)

September 9th Orientation for Volunteers

October 7th Lesson 1: ID Main Body Parts, Stretching, Rolling, Crawling
October 14th Lesson 2: Toss, Throw, Catch Beanbags

October 21st Lesson 3: Halloween Game Day

November 18th Lesson 4: Twisting, Turning, Bending

December 2nd Lesson 5: Walking, Running, Kicking

December 9th Lesson 6: Pushing, Pulling, Creeping and Scooters
January 20th Lesson 7: Winter Games Day

January 27th Lesson 8: Toss, Throw, and Catch Nerf Balls
February 3rd Lesson 9: Sliding, Skipping, Galloping

March 3rd Lesson 10: Jumping & Hopping and Balance Beam
March 10th Lesson 11: Long Rope Jumping

March 17th Lesson 12: Beach Day

April 14th Lesson 13: Chicago Sports Day

April 21st Lesson 14: Circus Day

April 28th Lesson 15: Kindergym Olympics

ANY QUESTIONS?

Tricia Elliott Merry Morton

AM Kindergym Coordinator PM Kindergym Coordinator
(847) 496-4415 (847) 705-7628
tricia.elliott@comcast.net mortonfam@msn.com

TJ PTA Ways & Means

Fall Fundraiser for 2005

We are pleased to announce that our fall fundraiser for this year, will once again be Kathryn Beich. Kathryn Beich has something
for everyone and an awesome prize package. Their wrap is 60# papers, foils, draft, holographic, and dazzle with coordinating
ribbon, tissue, and raffia. They are known for their chocolates too. They also offer many innovative gifts and delicious
confections, i.e.; chocolates/nuts, cheese/sausage, stationary cookbooks, kitchen essentials, candles/spa sets, just for kids section,
and many more items including top selling magazine titles and a gardening/around the house insert.

Please watch for your complete Kathryn Beich catalog coming home soon. Check out their awesome prize package and top seller
rewards. The sale begins September 22nd and runs through October 13th.

Just a reminder, the TJ PTA receives 50% profit on Order your

all orders placed. Our TJ PTA relies on this Spirit W I

fundraiser to continue to provide high quality Z piri ear:

programs for our children. We are once again (W%/)\~ Order deadline to order your spirit wear and help
welcoming cash donations in lieu of placing U support your school is: SEPTEMBER 9TH.

an order (donation flyer to be included with catalog). We will be at the Back to School Pichic

Thank you for your continued support. with our samples and extra order forms.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us: Come see what all the excitement is all about!!!!

Laura Groebe 963-8689 or Debie McCaffrey 776-2934.
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De las presidentas:

Quisiéramos tomar esta oportunidad para darles la bienvenida al afio escolar 2005-2006 a nuestra nueva directora, vice-
directora, miembros de la facultad y familias de TJ. Nos llamamos Linda Divizio y Karen Mlynarczyk y somos las
nuevas co-presidentas de la PTA de TJ. Nuestra misidn es que la PTA sea accesible a todos los padres y maestros, al
igual que una fuente de recursos para cada estudiante.

El consejo de la PTA de TJ ha estado trabajando a la par de los miembros de la facultad para proveer actividades no
solo educacionales sino también divertidas para los estudiantes durante el afio escolar. Si bien ya tenemos todas las
posiciones para el consejo cubiertas, alin hay suficientes oportunidades para ayudar como voluntario. También les
quisiéramos pedir su ayuda en hacerse socios de la PTA. Por favor no olviden enviar los 2 formularios (guia
telefonica/sociedad/fiestas, y para ser voluntarios) que recibieron la noche de orientacion el 6 de septiembre. Gracias a
su apoyo podremos financiar varios programas maravillosos para los estudiantes de TJ.

El comité de Medios y Propdsitos ha estado ocupado vendiendo y recibiendo 6rdenes para la ropa de TJ (Spiritwear).
Asegurense de ordenar su ropa ahora, ya que este evento ocurre solamente afio por medio. Toda la familia y los
miembros de la facultad disfrutan cuando se visten usando la ropa de TJ. Este comité también se ocuparé del evento
para recaudar fondos de Katryn Beich el cual comenzara el 22 de septiembre. Ya recibiran el catdlogo cuando lo
enviemos a sus casas. Otra forma que utilizamos para recaudar fondos es a través de Market Day. Realmente les
agradeceremos si pudieran apoyar a la PTA a través de cualquiera de estos eventos. El comité de Market Day siempre
aprecia cualquier ayuda que nos puedan dar trabajando como voluntarios una vez por mes. No necesita tener
experiencia, y hasta tenemos babysitting.

El comité de Reflexiones ya ha enviado el primer aviso por correo en agosto. Asegurense de participar en “;Me
pregunto Porque?”

El comité de Eventos Especiales ha estado ocupado planeando el picnic anual de vuelta a la escuela que se llevara a
cabo el viernes 9 de siempre de 4:00pm a 5:30pm. Esperamos verlos a todos alla.

Quisiéramos agradecer a todos los miembros del consejo de TJ asi también como a todos los voluntarios por toda su
ayuda y dedicacion a los estudiantes y miembros de la facultad de TJ. Realmente apreciamos todo su trabajo. Si
necesitan una lista de los miembros del consejo de la PTA de TJ, la encontraran en el calendario. Si tienen cualquier
pregunta, por favor comuniguense con cualquiera de los comités.

Las reuniones del consejo seran el tercer martes del mes, salvo por el mes de diciembre *05 y mayo ’06. Esperamos
que todas las familias puedan participar. Esta es una gran oportunidad para involucrarse, ver como se utilizan los
fondos monetarios, y aprender sobre los distintos comités. Nuestra primera reunién sera el martes 20 de septiembre.
Presentaremos la auditoria y el presupuesto para el afio 2005-06.

No vemos la hora de conocerlos a todos ustedes y de poder trabajar juntos. Por favor comuniquense con nosotras si
tienen cualquier pregunta durante el afio. Estamos aqui para servirles y ayudarlos de cualquier manera.

Karen y Linda
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Bienvenidos, viejos y nuevos amigos

Les doy una gran bienvenida a todos los nuevos y viejos estudiantes y familias de la comunidad de la
escuela de TJ. Estoy encantada de ser parte del equipo de TJ y no veo la hora de “viajar” con ustedes y sus
hijos este afio escolar. Muchisimas gracias por su calida bienvenida.

Les quiero contar un poco sobre mi. Mi marido, Mark y yo vivimos en el lado noroeste de Chicago junto a
nuestra hija, Sara, y dos perritos (bischon, yorkie) llamados Buddy y Holly. Nuestro hijo, Kevin, se
embarcd hacia la universidad de North Park la semana pasada y se esta acostumbrando a la vida universitaria
muy rapidamente. Durante mi tiempo “libre” me gusta caminar por el lago, andar en veleros y hacer
kayaking.

Como ex maestra del Distrito 15, y administradora en varias escuelas y distritos a través del pais y en el
extranjero, estoy muy entusiasmada que Thomas Jefferson sea mi nuevo hogar. Por favor vengan a
visitarme y decir “hola” y compartan sus historias conmigo, mi puerta esta siempre abierta.

Durante el afio voy a compartir mis creencias y mis valores con ustedes. Por favor pasen un par de minutos
todos los meses leyendo los pensamientos y las actividades que se llevardn a cabo en TJ. Como siempre,
gracias por su apoyo en casa y en la escuela — a nuestros programas educativos y a la ensefianza de sus hijos.

Sinceramente,

Mary Taylor

Queridas familias de Thomas Jefferson,

iBienvenidos al afio escolar 2005-2006! Estoy muy entusiasmada de unirme al equipo de Thomas Jefferson
como vice-directora. Como ya varios de ustedes saben, voy a compartir mi tiempo entre TJ y la escuela
Virginia Lake. Comencé mi carrera como maestra en el distrito 15 hace ocho afios ensefiando 6to. grado en
Jane Addams. Los ultimos 3 afios los pase en la escuela de Lake Louise como la especialista de lectura. No
veo la hora de trabajar con todos los estudiantes este afio que estoy segura va a ser excepcional.

Espero que todos hayan tenido un lindo verano. Durante mi tiempo libre, me gusta leer, jugar golf, y pasar
tiempo con mi marido, mis dos hijos grandes y amigos.

Para mi, es muy importante trabajar conjuntamente con las familias de Thomas Jefferson. Si tienen
cualquier pregunta sobre cémo puede ayudar a sus hijos a tener éxito en sus clases, por favor no duden en
comunicarse con su maestra o conmigo al 963-5404. Muchas gracias a todos ustedes que pasaron a decirme
hola y darme la bienvenida. Gracias por su entusiasmo y su apoyo durante este nuevo afio escolar.

Sinceramente,

Marilyn Ablin
Vice-directora



	

